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Floor Tiles for Pubs 


FOR PUBLIC HOUSES, restaurants, canteens and hostels, there must be comfortable gay floors that are easy 


From an original drawing 6y GORDON CULLEN of the Wheatsheaf Hotel, Thornton Heath lend 


to keep good looking and clean. Marley Floor Tiles are colourful, silent, resilient, durable, hygienic and 


waterproof. They provide also an inexpensive solution of the flooring problem for housing, schools, 


hospitals and offices. ‘They can be supplied immediately in any quantity and in a wide range of colours, 


The Marley Tile Co. Ltd., London Rd., Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. Sevenwaks 2 51-6 Y 
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° But you can have all the wood windows 


that you so naturally prefer. 


“Yes -in hardwood and at great expense. 


“ No, in imported softwood 


and cheaper than substitutes.” 


“but I need the timber tor other purposes. 


“If you forego your wood windows. 
or door frames either, for that matter. 
you won't save enough wood 


to make a box of matches !~ 


“how can that be?” 


“Drop a line to Austins and theyll tell you. 
its virtually a case of wood windows 


without licence.” 


Austins of fast Ham | 


The Biggest Name in Joinery 


AUSTINS OF EAST HAM LTD., LONDON, E.6 GRANGEWOOD 3444 


the parent Company of 0 
THE AUSTIN-HALL GROUP OF COMPANIES 


2 
(3 
| 
| 3 
4 
| 
| | 


THE ARCHITECT and 
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PORN DUNWOOD 
LTD. 


Telephone: WATerloo 7107 (4 lines) Telegrams: INGPORNMA, BOROH, LONDON 


=4 UNION WORKS, BEAR GDNS, LONDON, S.E.1 
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GYPSUM 


FIRE - RESISTING 
PLASTER WALLBOARD 
d 
THE BEST TIME TO PREVENT FIRES _ 
'N BUILDINGS IS WHEN THEY ARE 
BEING PLANNED AND ERECTED 
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FIRE-RESISTING 
INSULATING PLASTER BOARD 
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During the last 45 years, Nine Elms White Lead Paint has been 
used to brighten and protect stands and property on this famous 
racecourse. 


NINE ELMS WHITE LEAD PAINT 


& W. FARMILOE LIMITED, ROCHESTER ROW, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 


Two 
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LLOYD BOARDS 


are available 
to Industry in the 


following grades 
LLOYD SUPER HARDBOARD 
LLOYD STANDARD HARDBOARD 

i LLOYD MEDIUM HARDBOARD 


LLOYD INSULATION AND BITUMINOUS BOARD 


BOWATERS BUILDING BOARDS LIMITED 


Harewood House, Hanover Square, London, W.1. | 
Tel: MAYfair 9266 


Issued by ASSOCIATED BOWATER INDUSTRIES LiMITED, a member of the Howater Organisation 
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STANMORE 


EXPERIMENT COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUI 


Comfort 


throughout the house 
touch 


ae | The re ould hardly 


be a better test of 
satisfactory whole 
7 
house warming 
ry 
y 
j 4) than that of 
uniformity of temperature, in all parts of the 
house. The Stanmore findings on this score 


were surprisingly good. | he meanrecor lings 
taken over a nine-month test in all weather 
conditions, showed a variation from thermo- 


stat settings in any room ot as little as 2 F on 


the horizontal pla ie and 6 F on the vertical 


Wh ole 


Details of the Stanmore experiment have 
been published and will be gladly sent to 
enquirers. Meanwhile we cordially invite 
architects, housing authorities and others 
especially those concerned with 
appliances suitable for smokeless zones 
to visit the Stanmore houses. 
But please apply first for an appointment to 
Radiation Ltd., Aston, Birmingham 6, 
telephone: Birmingham East 1752, or 
7/8 Stratford Place, London, w.t., 


telephone: MAYfair 6462. 


“Ming 


by Radiation ducted ait 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SERVICE 


The evolution of the beautiful bath- 
room of today from the crude washplace 
of a century ago owes much to Froy. For 
it was Froy who introduced colour and 
design into this hitherto neglected corner of 
the home. The present display of modern 
bathroom equipment in our London show- 
rooms is without equal for quality and 


variety. 


Architects and their clients are cordially 
invited to pay us a visit in this, our 
Centennial Year, or to write for a copy of 


our new brochure 


Sanitary fittings for the home form but a 
small part of the range of Froy Sanitary 
Appliances. Architects will gladly be supplied 
on request with copies of the latest Froy 


catalogues of Sanitary Equipment for Hos- 
pitals, Schools, Offices and Industrial Buildings 


W.N. FROY & SONS LTD., BRUNSWICK WORKS, HAMMERSMITH, LONDON 
Showroom Entrance: 64, King Street, W.é Telephone: Ri Verside 4/0! 


COMPLETE BATHROOMS : PLANNED KITCHENS : FINE FIREPLACES 
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low indicates the principal floo which in normal 


FLOOR FINISHES a ire available for consideration for aire aa of a factors In 


nstance, spec al factor nizht weiwh im favour of one or other of 


uivise on all floor tinishing 


AVAILABLE FOR | ‘ hown. Semtex Ltd. is al 


ndertake contracts for all 


FACTO Ri E S au panel has been prepared without prejudice to any special claim 
f urers of the materials listed 


LINOLEUM TERRAZZO 


SEMTEX LT COMPREHENSIVE FLOORING SERVICE 


ILEY ROAD. LONDON, MAIDA VALE «07 
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A New TenTesT Metuop! 
-FT. Panels in Spring Clip Fixing 


SPACIOUS CEILING LAYOUTS AT NO EXTRA COST 


4 4 
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75 CRESCENT WEST, HADLEY WOOD. BARNET, HERTS 


Telephone: BARnet 550!-4 Te egrams: Fiboard, 


j GATTENS ATO CRS SPRING METAL REINFORCING 
| 
stmucturay suPPorTs A ° 
A NOT MORE THAN 9 FT Q 
SPRING MAIN {NOGGING METAL BEINFORC IN 
METAL ANGLE INSULATION BOARD NOGGING 4 
DETAIL || OETAIL 2 DETAIL 3 } Roop, 
Architects have often expressed the wish for a use of stiffeners applied at I6in. centres by our 
suspended ceiling construction embodying the patented spiral spring method. Alternative ceil- 
advantages of our various Spring Clip Systems but ing layouts with spacious effect, suitable for a 
without the necessity of using cover strips at 2ft. typical classroom are indicated 
centres or less. The new TenTesT Construction 
illustrated above uses substantial extruded alum- OUR SPECIALISED CONSTRUCTION DEPART- 
inium cover strips at 4ft. centres and permits the MENT has wide experience in supplying and 
use of panels for 4ft. square up to lOft. long by fixing complete and we shall be pleased to give 
4ft. wide. Sag in the panels is prevented by the you an estimate for any scheme. 
We shall be glad to send you, on request, a 4” scale reproduction of the above deta 
TENTEST FIBRE BOARD CO., LTD., SPECIALISED CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT 


Norphone, London 
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“SILVER FOX" 
REGD. TRADE MARKS 


| STAINLESS STEELS 


HYGIENIC 


in plant for the preparation and processing of food, dairy 
products, brewing and all activities requiring scrupulous 
cleanliness, “Silver Fox” Stainless Steel gives a smoot 
polished, germ-inhibiting surface, free from attack by fi 
acids, easily cleaned, obviously clean. 


SHEETS COLD ROLLED STRIP - WIRE - BARS - FORGINGS 


THE TL 
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The tank on the left is one of three 


installed at the premises of a famous 
firm of biscuit manufacturers. It is 
located on the roof of the building. 
Two tanks illustrated below are in 
the basement of Thames House, 


The illustration on the left 
shows a tank built of stand- 
ardized plates on an elevated 


steel structure. 


STANDARD PLATES — INSIDE OR OUTSIDE FLANGES 


MATHER PLATT LTD worms, MANCHESTER 10 
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Aluminium 


CHEAPEST IN THE LONG RUN 
R.T.B. corrugated sheets — made 
of special light alloy—are very 
light to handle but exceptionally 
strong. 

They are supplied in all the 
normal sizes and corrugations; 
flat sheets are also made. 


They are the same metal all 
through, which is self-protecting 
and not dependent on surface 
coating. They have a VERY 
LONG LIFE owing to their high 
resistance to town, industrial 
and marine atmospheres. Need 
no painting, but if painted for 
decoration, paint lasts longer. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Also R.T.B. wrought aluminium 
rain-water goods, unbreakable yet 
cheaper than others of comparable 
durability. Early delivery and 
reduced prices. Obtainable 
through builders’ merchants. 


Manufactured by the light alloy works 
of Richard Thomas & Baldwins Ltd., 
Wern Works, Briton Ferry, 

Neath, Glam. (Telephone: 

Briton Ferry 3211.) 
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Permaply is a new material 
which is resistant to rot, mould 

and pest attack under all climatic condi- 
tions. It will not delaminate even if left unpainted 
in the open. It is used for ship and boat building, concrete 
shuttering, the exterior facing of buildings, etc. Send for a 


copy of the Permaply brochure which has just been published. 


VENESTA LIMITED 


VINTRY HOUSE, QUEEN STREET PLACE, LONDON, E.C.4. Tel. CENtral 3060 
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# THE STORY OF A ROOF 

4, The erection of St. George's Hall, 
Liverpool, completed in 1854, 
d 

& fulfilled the dream of its 24-year- 
°° old Architect, Harvey Lonsdale 
43 

Elmes, and provided future 
Die generations with a classic example 


of Greek architecture adapted to 


modern requirements. 


It is perhaps fitting that the 
massive timber roof destroyed by 
fire in 1941 


should have been 


replaced by one of steel fireproof 


construction and covered with 


Ruberoid Insulated Metal Roofing, 


the most effective of the modern 


roofing systems. 


Details of the contract carried 


out at St. George's Hall, Liverpool, 


are contained in a special folder 
No. 554 available on application. 
Architects and Engineers are also 
invited to write for Catalogue 
No. 326 “ Standard Specifications 
for Ruberoid Roofs.” 


Photographs are reproduced by the courtesy of 
Ronald Bradbury, Ph.D., F.R.1.B.A., AM.T.P.1 
City Architect, Liverpool Corporation 


THE RUBEROID COMPANY LIMITED 


Ruberoid Contract Departments in 
London, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, 
Newcastle, Nottingham, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Belfast, estimate for 
supplying and fixing Ruberoid Roofing 
anywhere in the British Isles. 


93, COMMONWEALTH HOUSE 


1-19 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C 


is 
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Every SUNDEALA Building Board is scientifically 
waterproofed throughout its entire thickness 
during manufacture, thus making it durable and 
permanent. Made from selected wood fibre, 
SUNDEALA is a homogeneous board of uniform 
texture, without grain, knots and flaws. 

Correctly fixed, it remains perfectly flat and rigid 
and cannot warp, split or crack, while its 
super-smooth surface permits of any decorative 
treatment. Available in a complete range of Medium 


Hardboards, Hardboards, Ult:a Hardboards 


and Insulation Boards 
| N \ =, 


The Pioneer British-made Building Board 


SUNDEALA BOARD CO. LTD. ALDWYCH HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Works: Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex 
GLASGOW: BALTIC CHAMBERS, 50 WELLINGTON ST., C.2. 


Tel: CHAncery 8159 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: NORTHUMBRIA HOUSE, PORTLAND TERRACE, 2 
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STANDARD PRACTICE 


Typical of the problems with which architects are constantly 
being faced is that of balancing such conflicting factors as 
desirable strength and undesirable dead weight. It was to meet 
the very real need for a brick which, while retaining adequate 
strength for normal building purposes, was some 25°, lighter in 


weight that the Phorpres Cellular brick was introduced in 1928 


For use with steel construction and in many other cases where it : 
. Phorpres bricks are available in a very wide range of 


is desirable to save weight, improve heat insulation and increase standard specials, Particulars of these may be ob- 


ained from the Technical and Research Department, 
resistance to moisture penetration, it has become standard 
who are at your service for information or advice on 
practice to specify brickwork problems 


the PHORPRES cellular brick 


LONDON BRICK COMPANY LTD Head Office: AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 Telephone: Holborn 8282. Midland 
Philip's P 


Distr Of Prudential B jings, S s Place, Birmingham, 3} Telephone: Colmore 4141. South Western District Office: 11 Orchard Street, Bristol, I 


PHORPA Telephone: Bristol 23004 5. Northern D t Office. Gascoigne Street, Boar Lane, Leeds, | Telephone: Leeds 2077! 
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PLYMOUTH 
RE-BUILDS 


Steelwork at the Large New Departmental Store 
for Messrs. E. Dingle & Co. Ltd., Plymouth 


Architects: Sir j. Burnet Tate & Partners :: Consulting Engineers: John F. Farquharson & Partners 


DAWNAYS LIMITED 


BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


HEAD OFFICE: Steeiworks Rad. London, SW.ilt Telepnone BATTERSEA 2525 


Kings Doce Works | East Moors Works $4 Victoria St.. London, 5 W.I Bridge Rd. Works ] Thorpe Works | 
SWANSEA 3185 CARDIFF 1557 VICTORIA 154! WELWYN GON. 2 | NORWICH | 
2 Rocesrone Place 40 Park Road 15S Princes Avenue. HULL Western Chmrs., South | ? The Close 
SOUTHAMPTON [476 PETERBOROUGH 4547 HULL, CENTRAL 816! ROMFORD 2106 | NORWICH 23141 


Caples and Telegrams “ DAWNAYS. LONOON "—Code Bentley Ind 
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BUILDING 


THROUGH THE 


AG 


Interior of the Norman Chapel, Tower of London 


Suc H examples of Norman building as remain to-day Norman building practice derived from the Romanes 
“all suggest a grim and solid pattern of architecture que and Teutonic which account for its strength and 
This is, perhaps, because the Norman era gave little to solidity It is characterised by the thick walls and 
domestic construction. Its most typical work relied largely massive pillars essential to support heavy roofs; the round 
upon heavy masonry which was quite unsuitable for arches; the narrow windows, flush outside and splayed 
dwelling houses, except of the largest kind and even these within; and the lack of superfluous ornamentation, This 
were integral with some military strongpoint simple, durable form of architecture is the reason why 
The Normans. in this country at le were invadere so much of the best Norman work survives to-day 

with a sullen native population to keep subdued and 

so were more interested in erecting headquarters for their 

armed forces than mere domestic building The only The inevitable change that comes to all times and 
alternatives which attracted them were churches and in manners gradually led away from the sombre Norman 
this direction they produced some utstanding style and its harsh, bare interiors and began developing 
examples. into the more elaborate Gothic period 


THOMAS BLACKBURN & SONS LIMITED 
PRESTON, LANCASHIRE 


London Office: 8% Bloomsbury Square, W.C.\. Tel.: Holborn 8638 
FABRICATORS IN STEEL. CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK. IRON CASTINGS. RAILINGS & GATES. METAL WINDOWS FARM IMPLEMENTS 


19 
a 
EATS 


29 THE ARCHITECT and Building News, June 16, 1950 


“THISTLE” 
ALL PURPOSES 


HARDWALL, COMMON, SUPERFINE 
BARIUM, KEENES, PARIAN, MASTIC CEMENT 
&e. &c. 


SALES & SERVICE 
The Carlisle Plaster & Cement Co. 


Thomas MeGhie & Sons Lid. 
Cocklakes Nr. Carlisle 


Telegrams : PLASTER, CARLISLE Telephone : WETHERAL 97% 


THE STRAMIiT SYSTEM 


The STRAMIT 
SYSTEM 


FOR ECONOMICAL, SPEEDY AND RIGID 


PARTITIONING 


@ LIGHT WEIGHT @ GREAT RIGIDITY 
DRY CONSTRUCTION 
@ SPEEDY ERECTION @ GOOD ACOUSTIC 
PROPERTIES 
@ ATTRACTIVE @ QUICK DELIVERY 
APPEARANCE 


@ EASY RE-ERECTION @ LOW COSTS 


@ LICENCE FREE 
Typical STRAMIT screen erected in offices of Public Utility Company 


——— Note STRAMIT partition to full height in right background 
DEPT. D PACKET BOAT DOCK COWLEY PEACHEY 
NEAR UXBRIDGE MIDDLESEX Tel. West Drayton 3021!-2-3 


ot QUOTATIONS FOR STRAMIT PARTITIONING IN ALUMINIUM SECTIONS AND HARDWOOD 
TIMBER FRAMING SUPPLIED ON REQUEST 


THE STRAMIT SYSTEM 
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From the ACTUAL MANUFACTURERS 


JOHN WRIGHT 
SONS (VENEERS) LTD 


AVON WHARF, LONGFELLOW ROAD 
MILE END, LONDON, 4444 


> 


COLOURED 
DECORATIVE 
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UNIT CONSTRUCTION IN ALUMINIUM ™ 


* the arrangement of 


components to meet an 


architect's 


individual requirements 


— 
Courthouse Green School, C« ventry 
Architect: A. H. Gardner, Esq., F.R.1.B.A. 


A complete range of School buildings, such as the above, can be 


supplied in six to eight weexs of the date of order; or extensions and 
additions to existing buildings can be made with the greatest ease. 


in the United Kingdom. By February orders for two 


hundred Schools had been received from the Government 


The Bristol Aeroplane Company (Housing) Limited ts 
now devoting the whole of the manufacturing capacity 
of its Weston-super-Mare Factory to the production of 
institutional buildings of high quality, to be used as 
Schools, Hospitals, etc. The system of construction is 
unique both in its speed and its flexibility, it requires 
no steel and little or no timber, and can be used in 
conjunction with traditional methods of building. By 
January, 1950, one hundred and seventy-three School 
buildings had been constructed, or were under 


construction, for some sixty-five Educational Authorities 


PERMANENT 


ruE BRISTOL ABROPLANE 


OLDMIXON WESTON-SUPER-MARE 


of Victoria, Australia, and these were closely followed 
by an order from the Government of New South Wales 
for a hundred Schools of a slightly different type. A 
number of Hospital buildings are also scheduled for 
early erection. A great many Architects are already 
well acquainted with the “Bristol” system of unit 
construction in aluminium, others who are not are 
invited to write to the Company for detailed 
information. Area Managers have been appointed 
covering all districts of the United Kingdom 


to give technical advice and assistance locally. 


ALUMINIUM BUILDINGS 


Telephone: Weston-super-Mare Telegrams: Brisfite, Wes:on-super-Mare 
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HE Executive Committee of the National 
Federation of Building Trade Operatives have 
published a scheme for what it terms “ nationaliza- 
tion" of the Building Industry Ihe scheme results 
from a resolution of the Annual Conference of 1949, 
framed in somewhat preconceived terms and it will 
be discussed at the conference to be held at Avr, 
towards the end of this month 


In the first place it may be thought rather curious 


that the names of two signatories, the President and 
Secretary of the N.F.B.T.O. should appear on two 
very different documents within a very short time 
We refer to the Building Working Party Report and 
the present scheme. Evidently the Working Party 
was not fully informed of the views of all its members 
at the time of its report, for nationalization was not 
mentioned and it even contained disapproval of 
national bulk buying and control; or, perhaps, it did 
not call for sufficient evidence, or, still again perhaps, 


evidence was withheld 


\ working party out to improve any sort of condi 
tions or output should, we can only assume, be repre- 
sentative of all sides of an industry, employed or 
en ploying, trade or professional ind that these« 
several parts should be in reasonable agreement; 
alternatively, of course, the efficiency of an industry 
will be impaired; the quality, in the case of building, 
of craft and the art of architecture will go down, 


ultimately to the national detriment 


What does the N.F.B.T.O.’s Executive Commit 


tee offer us in its sectarian scheme? It starts off with 


THREE 


the premise that nationalization is required, and there 
ifter argues some of the consequences logically. ‘Th 
juestion arises, however, right at the start, ts it really 
possible to nationalize this particular industry or is 
there no other means of ensuring that the industry and 
all its parts pull full weight in the national economy? 
Firstly it says “the clear mandate of Conferences is for 
nationalization; and it cannot be our purpose to devot« 
any time to schemes which have not nationalization as 
their essence.” This doctrinaire attitude seems to us 
to exclude consideration of any other sort of scheme, 
good or bad, Working Party or otherwise, except the 
one preconceived notion and, therefore, to be a poor 
sort of premise from which to start extended opera- 


tions or even proposals, 


It is about time that all who would write reports 
and similar documents paused for a while at the begin- 
ning of their labours to define key words. Much mis 
understanding by many readers, both less or more 
intelligent than the writers, would thus be avoided or 
at least guarded against. The initial terms or pre- 
mises of an argument are better agreed upon before 
the theme develops; if, in development, it still be- 
comes obscure and muddled it may not be a bad thing 
then to go back to the beginning again and, perhaps, 
back to first principles 


There is no doubt that a fully nationalized state 
will eventually resemble one that is totalitarian 
There appears, as the world has 80 far developed, 
to be two sorts of this type of state; that which pro 


poses to run equitably for all and that which is run for 
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the few at the expense of the many—the admitted 
oligarchy of Sparta or the compromise of the oligarch- 
ical democracy of Athens. 

are “ oligarchy "and “ run.” 


But the words to stress 

Who chooses those at 
the top and by what standards and who runs the 
show? In this and some other countries the present 
method is still called democracy; it is a pity that a 
more modern substitute is not found for that much 
abused word. 


Lest we are thought to wander too far from the 
subject of this leading article, we will leave our con- 
templation of broad political premises and note that 
the scheme of the Executive Committee is also a 
compromise. Whether adopted political 
expedient the old method of the thin end of the 
wedge first--or as an idée fixe, the scheme asks for 
the “ nationalization” of only about two-thirds of the 
industry. All the smaller fry, the firms employing 10 
or less hands, are not subject to the proposals of 
the scheme. Also the scheme says “ our view is that a 
prerequisite for nationalizing the industry is the 
nationalization of building materials and of merchan- 
dising, for it seems to us 
facture 


useless if manu- 


distribution remain private 
But the scheme leaves this latter problem 
more or less where it stood and no extended proposals 


are made for so vital a coordination. 


hands.” 


It must not be forgotten that materials and their 


The circular reading room at Glasgow University designed by a firm of Glasgow architects, T 
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distribution and their transport are among the greatest 
factors governing the cost and speed of building; we 
have commented on this aspect before. It 
that the Executive 


recommendations imply that while, 


would 


seem, therefore, Committee’s 


for the moment, 
materials and distribution can be left out, the industry 
shall be split from top to bottom into two parts, a 
heavy contracting industry and a light building indus 
try. Will all this mean, by reason of a dual scramble 
for materials and labour—a mere transfer, if we are 
not very careful, of power, with ultimate loss to the 
nation? The building industry is too old, too wide 
in its contacts, too reliant on all sorts of ancillary in 
dustries to be thus cleaved into two, whatever may be 
the theoretical! 


nationalization. 


advantages or disadvantages of 


It would seem that if affairs are to be planned at 
all, if we are to use an expanding human intelligence 
for the ordering and betterment of civilisation, then 
now is the time to reorganise the difference between 
nationalizing the of life fuel, 


and the nationalizing of activi 


means land, 


transport and health 


water, 


ties which are dependent on labour and on efficient 
national planning of the use of the basic commodities 


We await the N.F.B.T.O 


and decisions and the reactions of public 


Conference discussions 
opinion to 


whatever is finalised, with interest 


Harold Hughs and 


D. S. R. Waugh, and recently awarded the R.I.B.A. Bronze Medal for the best building erected in the Scottish area during 


1936-1949. 


The building was completed in 1939, has a reinforced concrete frame and shell 


concrete dome 
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EVENTS 
COMMENTS 


PLANNING AT ST. ANDREWS 


TH way in which the professional advice of Town 
Planners is ignored or rejected by their clients is one 


of the outstanding features of the planning age It 
would be interesting to know how much public money 
has been wasted in this way since the war. The latest 


instance comes from St. Andrews, where a scheme pre- 
pared by Mr. Thomas Sharp and Mr. M. E. Taylor was 
recently severely modified by the town council. Neither 
Mr. Sharp nor Mr. Taylor was invited to be present at 


the meeting. Obviously clients are at liberty to take or 
reject the advice of their consultants, but far too often 
they take a purely local view of the problems which the 
planner is trying to solve. This particular scheme was 


criticised by Police Judge D. Fraser because it had been 
proposed “ by one without sufficient knowledge of St 


Andrews and its traditions.” It is, of course, just pos- 
sible that the Council was right to reject the proposals, 
perhaps they would have rejected them anyway, for 
councils in general do not seem to realise that you can- 
10t plan towns without pulling things down and thus 


annoying someone, the violence of the reaction to any 
such proposals being in direct prop tion to the import- 
ance of the persons inconvenienced by them 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF ARCHITECTURE IN BRISTOL 


N exhibition with this title opens at the R.L.B.A. to- 


day and will remain open until Saturday week 
Arranged by the Bristol Society of Ane tects, it was 
first shown in Bristol in April this ye rhe whole area 


of the Bristol Society is covered so that the city of Bath 
and Taunton are included The exhibition is arranged 


in stvles and covers the late Greek Revival, the Gothic 
Revival, “ Bristol Byzantine ~ and Neo-Georgian 

A separate section is devoted to the Bristol Society 
of Architects, which celebrated its centenary last April 


The exhibition, which was prepared by Mr. Lance 
Wright, will be opened by Mr. R. S. Redwood, the Pre- 


sident of the Society I have commented before on the 
flourishing state of the Bristol Society and I shall look 
forward to seeing their exhibitor Here at least is one 
Allied Society which is pulling its weight 

| have as yet no news of th On in Bristol 


With the weather as it is it can hardly have failed to 
be a success All the same, | am vaguely uneasy about 

R.LB.A. beanos. Fewer and fewer private archi- 
tects can afford the time or money The attend- 
ance is, therefore, inclined to be s and official. It 
is scarcely a conference, for items of importance to the 
profession are not discussed. It therefore tends to pre- 


sent to the public a false picture of architects and their 


work. One might reasonably expect the entire confer- 
ence to be devoted to a consideration of the architect's 
responsibilities as a result of the Working Party and Pro- 


ductivity Team Reports, but 
the week’s enjoyment 


this would possibly upset 


STRONG CRITICISM OF T. & C.P.A 


MER. ! W. Hutson, President of the Royal In- 
corp ration of Arch tects of S tland lashed out 
at the adisinisirel ws of the Town and ¢ try Planning 
Act in his presidential address, saying that the applica- 
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Perspective of linked houses at Lansbury by Bridgwater 
and Shepheard. 


tion of the Act had been ruined by the ultra smartness 
of the administrators, whose small minds proved un- 
equal to the task of applying the broad basic principles 
of the Act without finding all the niggling little compli- 
cations. He said a great deal more than this and in- 
cluded some criticism of the numbers of qualified archi- 
tects who were employed as critics of the work of other 
architects, in the administration of the Act. I cannot 
help thinking that someone’s ears must have been burn- 
ing when all this was going on 


BEAVERBROOK v. THE FESTIVAL 


THE Evening Standard continues its fulminations 

Its latest attack was aimed at the Lansbury scheme 
in Poplar. This is rather odd, for in its past criticism 
of the South Bank Exhibition the suggestion has often 
been made that the labour and materials would have 
been better employed on housing. Now that a large 
sum is to be spent on this, one of London's worst 
damaged areas, the authorities are accused of giving un- 
fair priority to fifteen hundred families who will inhabit 
the finished accommodation. It seems to me that even 
the Beaverbrook press cannot have it both ways 


ANOTHER ARCHITECT JOINS FESTIVAL STAFF 


LTHOUGH I believe that no official statement has 
been made, | understand that Mr. Howard Lobb, 
Chairman of the Council of Architecture of the Festival 
of Britain, has now joined the Festival staff 
This appointment marks a new stage in the con- 
struction of the South Bank Exhibition, for as the build- 
ings near completion the display contractors, who will 
furnish them, will begin to arrive on the site Mr 
Lobb’s task will be to co-ordinate the work of the build- 
ing and display contractors. Hitherto the responsibility 
of this has been distributed through a committee under 
the control of Mr. Gerald Barry’s deputy. I understand 
that Mr. Lobb’s very busy private practice will continue 
as before 


LYNN CHADWICK, MOBILISTE 


| a * mobiles ” fascinate you as they do me, you should 

go to Lynn Chadwick's exhibition at Gimpel Fils Art 
Gallery, South Moulton Street, which is open until 
July 1. Mr. Chadwick is another example of an archi- 
tect who has found something better to do The 
Evening Standard Londoner's Diary adds glamour, of 
an inverted kind, to the Chadwicks by describing their 
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This is the correct doorway in place of the left-hand 

picture in Sheet A88, published on June 2. We publish 

the correct picture for readers who wish to paste it on 
their sheet, over the left-hand one. 


life in a remote Gloucestershire cottage without services. 
Much as I like mobiles, they have not yet completely 
replaced those Japanese tinkling glass things in my 
affections. 


HOUSING, ARCHITECTURE AND THE PRESS 


R! ALLY sensible articles by well-informed writers 

are scarce enough in the more expensive daily 
spapers and all too infrequent in the penny ones. — It 
was therefore a pleasure to read two articles last week 
which were in a way related and which brought to the 
public press things which have been discussed for some 
time in the professional press. The first was by Colin 
St. John Wilson, A.R.I.B.A., in the Observer for June 4. 
The writer discussed the state of British architecture to- 
day with particular reference to the lack of an identi- 
fiable national “ quality” (PE suspect that Mr. Wilson 
would have liked to have called it style but did not dare 
to). Mr. Wilson regretted the muzzling of architectural 
criticism by the current law of libel and the rules of pro- 
fessional etiquette, and pointed out the great service 
that Mr. J. M. Richards had done in his criticism first 
of L.C_C. housing and more recently of the Lessor 
Scheme. Full marks to Mr. Wilson and the Editor of 
the Observer. More, please. 

The second article appeared in the News Chronicle 
on June 9 It was by Elizabeth Layton, economist and 
county councillor, and was called “We Can't Afford 
Dream Homes It dealt most sensibly with the rising 
cost of housing and pointed out that if any appreciable 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News June 16, 1950 


saving was to be made on it we must reduce our stan- 


dards of accommodation It was good to see the 
News Chronicle, forme rly s well-informed on architec- 
ture and building, onc: more porvinns a real contribution 


THE HEIGHT OF ROOMS 
HOSE who believe that 7ft. 6ins. is quite high enough 


for rooms in a sma!l house will have been cheered 
by recent correspondence in The Times. The odd part 
is that although most architects and now some scientists 
agree that such a reduction would be a good idea and 
hurt no one, very few local authorities seem to be pre- 


pared to alter their requirements. The L.C.C. recently 
stated that in particular instances for a limited period 
it would allow a reduction from 8ft. 6ins: to 8ft.. but the 
Corporation of Glasgow only a short time before had 
rejected a proposal for a similar reduction 


THE BOWATER PAPERS NO. 
HIS beautifully printed miscellany of papers, pic- 
tures and patterns has been prepared to demon- 
strate the wide range of papers made by the Bowater 
Paper Corporation. The technically perfect production 
is hung on a framework of articles of general interest 
on paper, printing and other subjects 


TELEVISION IN THE HOME 
HEAR that a new block of flats in Ilford is to have 


a communal television aerial with leads to each flat 
Perhaps this idea could be extended to rows of houses 
thus doing away with the unsightly individual aerials 
There might. of course, be objection to this on the 
grounds that the lack of an outward and visible sign 
would detract from that increase in social status which 
appears to go with the acquisition of a televisior 


THE TWO SIGNATURES 


THE question which has been asked more than once 
since Mr. Richard Coppock’s signature appeared on 
the Working Party Report, which said nothing about 
nationalization, and on the recent report to the 
N.F.B.T.O. Conference which (See page 636) says a 
great deal about it, has been answered by Mr. Coppock 
personally 

The Working Party report is for Government infor- 
mation, the N.F.B.T.O. report is for internal discussion 
In any case, Mr. Coppock pointed out, had nationaliza- 
tion been mentioned in the Working Party report, there 
might have been repercussions at the election. So that 
is cleared up 


PRODUCTIVITY TEAM MEETING 

Y agent reports that the Kingsway Hall meeting 

which was held at the unpopular hour of 7 o'clock 
last Friday evening was arranged at that hour to prevent 
the Minister of Works being inconvenienced by an 
emergency call to the House of Commons 

A preliminary report of the meeting ts in this issue 
If the meeting made anything clear it is that politics can- 
not to-day be separated from the problems facing the 
ndustry. 

But before any useful progress can be made, It Is 
clear, from the talk of some of the speakers 1n the dis- 
cussion, that there is a great deal of ill-informed and 
sectional interest within the industry 

If the remaining meetings can really bring abou 
greater interest and understanding of the other man’s 
viewpoint, they should be of inestimable valu2—-other- 


wise not 
ABNER 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A composite study of expressio 
Kingsway Hall on Friday, june 9. | 
D.B.E., p 


Mr Robert Lioyd, ¢ 
M.P., who presided; Mr 


PRODUCTIVITY 


Richard Coppock 


TEAM 


MEETING 


AT 
ns at the report back meeting of the Building Industry Productivity Team held at 


KINGSWAY HALL 


the foreground from left to right are Mr. Robert H. Matthew, architect to the 


jent of the N.F.B.T.E., the Minister of Works, the Right Hon. Richard Stokes, 


general secretary to the N.F.B.T.0., and Mr. Richard Costain, president of 


the L.M.B.A. See preliminary report on this page 


N EW & 


Productivity Team Meeting 


The was in the 
chair at a 
in the Kingsway 
report of the 
tivity team 


Minister of Works 
meeting on Friday, June 
Hall, to discuss the 
building industry pro 


Speakers were Mi Abbot 


Low Moffat, Deputy Chief, Economic 
Co-operation Administration, Mission 
to U.K., Mr. Robert O. Lioyd, 0.8.1 

leader of the team, which included the 
following speakers: Mr. F. W. Beazley 
and Mr. R. H. Matthew, architect to 


the L.C.C. Mr. Richard Coppock and 
Mr. Richard Costain also spoke 


The need for pre-planning, a phrase 
for which the Minister sensibly sub 
stituted production control was 
stressed. Other points in Mr. Stokes 


speech included the wider use of u 
centive schemes, greater and better 
training in foremanship and manage 


ment and the pooling of ideas 


Despite the Minister's statement that 


the jobD of his own National Consulta 
tive Council was essentially industria 
and not political there was a strong 


indication in the discussion that politics 
is at the root of many of the Industry's 
present difficulties 

A point of interest in Mi 
was that “the 
members of the team ga 


Matthew's 
speech contractor and 


operative 


impressions of the rel 
Architect 


members, whi 


more solid 
efficiency of the American 
did the architectura 


the same time the professiona 


membders 


were struck with the efficiency of 
American contractors organizatior 

Mr. Beazley stressed American co 
operation between labour and mat 
ment on the job and said that altho 
there are undoubtedly social distinction 
in America, there are no class distinc 


tions on the job. The worker may ofte 


be as well educated as his boss and 
think along the same lines ‘The ult 
mate responsibility for production 
said Mr. Beazley still lies with the 


operative. 


O F T 


The operatives who spoke in the dis 
cussion had much to say about pay and 
cond tions 

Mr. Alistair MacDonald, F.R.1.B.A. 
important point when he saic 
If the operatives would give architects 
so that we could ge 
their side of the business, we 
would co-operate more.” 


ade an 


tickets more easily 
to know 


Foremen at the R.I.B.A. 


Builders’ foremen and Clerks ol 
Works were guests at an informal recep 
tion, arranged by the Presidents of the 
R.1.B.A. and the L.M.B.A., on Monday, 
Jur e 12 

After the which 


reception was to 


Walter H. Godfrey, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 

F.S.A., Director, National Buildings 

Record who received the C.B.E. in the 
Birthday Honours. 


H E 


W EE 


inaugurate the London Regional Coun 
cil of the Builders’ Foremen and Clerks 
of Works, Sir Thomas Bennett gave an 
address. Sir Thomas said that manage 
ment had assumed “an importance 
never before equalled,” and that 
craftsmanship while possibly holding a 
position of less prominence must have 
a position of very great importance. 
The new Regional Council has been 
formed to co-ordinate the work of the 
London Association of Builders’ Fore 
men and Clerks of Works, the London 
Builders’ Foremen’s Association and the 
Provident Institution of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works. 


This Year’s University 
Scholarship Awards to 
Building Apprentices 


Six boys have gained scholarships 
for three years study under a scheme 
sponsored by the Building Apprentice 
and Training Council. The scholar- 
ships, valued at approximately £200 
4 year, are tenable at Manchester, Car- 
diti, or Leeds Universities, or at a 
technical college. 


**Machines for the Modern 
Builder” Demonstration 
at Warwick 
Lord Morrison P.« 
Secretary to the 


Parliamentary 
Ministry of Works, 
will open the Machines for the 
Modern Builder’ Demonstration on 
Warwick racecourse, arranged by the 
linistry in association with the Mid- 
land Regional Building and Cuivil 
Engineering Joint Committee. 

The official ceremony will take 
place at 2.30 p.m. on Monday, June 
26, and the demonstration will re- 
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main open until 7 p.m. on July 1. 
Daily admission hours, after the first 
day, are 11 a.m.—-7 p.m. Admission 
is free. 


Particular interest is given to this 
demonstration by the stress laid, in 
the Reports of the Building Working 
Party and the Productivity Team to 
U.S., on methods of increasing output. 
Mechanical aids are proving their 
value in this respect; so are site plan- 
ning systems, and the Ministry of 
Works “ Modern Site Organisation ” 
exhibit will also be on view at the 
demonstration. 


Visitors intending to travel by train 
are advised to book to Leamington 
Spa where a bus service will operate to 
a point within a few minutes’ waik of 
the racecourse. Cheap day railway 
return tickets will be available within 
a 60 mile radius of Leamington. A 
licensed buffet has been provided in 
the demonstration grounds for the 
convenience of visitors. 


Froy’s New Showrooms 


Sir Alan Herbert, resident in Ham- 
mersmith Borough for twenty-five years, 
was a speaker at the opening of Froys 
centenary exhibition in their new show- 
rooms in King Street. 

The exhibition closed on June 11, 
but many of the exhibits are still on 
view in the showrooms, amongst them 
being a new interlocking plastic and 
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light translucent block for interior 
partitioning. 


* 


How to avoid ribbon development 
is the subject of a circular sent by the 
Ministry of Town and Country Plan 
ning to all local authorities. 

Authorities are reminded that land 
lying alongside main traffic routes 
should not normally have direct fron- 
tal access to the road, and powers of 
planning control should be rigorously 
used to prevent this from happening 
When there is development in depth in 
the neighbourhood of main routes, 
internal estate roads or service roads 
should be provided. 

The only circumstances in which 
these principles might be relaxed 
would be in the case of a single site 
left undeveloped in a road almost built 
up or an isolated site away from any 
built up area. The decision then 
would depend on considerations of 
road safety. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. J. V. T. Scott (practising in Bel- 
fast, Northern Ireland) and Partner, 
D/Dipl. Arch. A/A.R.1.B.A., Dipl 
r.P., A.M.T.P.L, announce that they 
have opened an office at 15S West View, 
Douglas, Isle of Man, where trade 
literature will be welcome. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Housing Centre 

@ June 19-23. “Housing Week” for 
School Children. Details on applica- 
tion 

@ June 20, at 1.15 p.m. “Neighbourhood 
Planning.” Speaker: L. E. White. 
June 20, at 2.30 p.m. Tour to St. 
Paul's Cray Estate 


RA.B.A. and Institute of Contem- 

porary Arts. 

@ June 20, at6 p.m. Council Election 
Results. Town and Country Plan 
ning Act, 1947—Discussion Even- 
ing. 


T.D.A. 


@ June 22, at 2.15 pm. At the Kiln 


Owners Association London 
Seasoning.” Speaker W ( 
Stevens 


Town Planning Institute 

@June 22, at 5.15 pm. In the 
Assembly Room, Central Hall, 
Westminster, S.W.1 Annual Gen 
eral Meeting 


L.M.B.A 

@ June 22. At Snaresbrook. Cricket 
match between the L.M.B.A. and the 
Blue Circle Sports Club 


Institute of Quantity Surveyors 

@ June 24, at 2.30 p.n In the Kent 
Room, Caxton Hall, Caxton Street, 
S.W.1 Annual General Meeting. 


Construction Sheet L.2., 
C.14. 


lo the Editor of AL& B.N. 


Su,-Parts of the details shown on 
the above sheet appear to lack appre- 
cation of the structural problems 
involved, also of normal building 
procedure. 

I would be glad therefore of your 
views on the following comments, 

Diagram |. Would it not be better 
to place the floor d.p.c. above the 
fillets, this would then be pierced by 
nails but would prevent the floor 
boards coming in contact with the 
concrete filling which must contain 
moisture for several months after lay- 
ing. Also by raising the position of 
the floor d.p.c. it would form a check 
against the entrance of moisture from 
the 9 tn. wall into the concrete filling 
Would it not also be better to provide 
a sheet d.p.c, to the wall, left to pro- 
ject in the inside this could be turned 
on to the concrete after it ts laid and 
the bitumen run on to it. 

It is unusual to fill with concrete 
between foundation and oversite con- 
crete on account of expense, the depth 
of these foundations would of course 
only be suitable for non-shrinkable 
soils 


Diagram 2. The cement fillet at the 


base of the cavity would be covered 


ON DENCE 

by mortar drippings and may there- 
fore be omitted. Site concrete is 
usually laid long after the erection of 
the walls so that the wall d.p.c. might 
as well be of the sheet type, in any 
case the floor d.p.c. should not be laid 
at the beginning of the job owing to 
possible damage and the available 
concrete is not strong enough to pro- 
tect it as it powders and wears if left 
uncovered. 

Diagram 3. This appears to be 
positively dangerous as according to 
the text, ventilation to the hollow floor 
is via the weep holes to the cavity 
wall. These presumably are open 
perpends shown at ground level and 
would be filled solid within a month 
or two. Surely as the floor line is 
shown about | ft. 3 ins. above ground 
level, direct ventilation would be more 
appropriate and a thermal insulation 
used under the floor boards 

The extra cost incurred in this detail 
by placing the floor line so high is 
approximately the cost of the building 
to a height of 9 ins.—this worked out 
at 2/6 per foot cube, would be quite 
a sum of money. 

Diagram 4. This appears to be 
more or less all right except the holding 
down bolts would be required to be 
cast in the concrete and of course 
ventilation must be provided to the 
floor. 

Diagram 5. The suggestion of 


forming weep holes through a rubble 
wall is full of difficulties, in any case 
the moisture will drain down through 
the wall rather than run horizontaity 
(unless, of course, yOu paint arrows 
inside the weep hole so that the mois- 
ture can understand what is required 
of it). 

The internal skin carries both 
ground floor and first floor, also pos 


sibly some of the roof load Would 
it not be better construction then to 
make this wall 9 ins. thick below 
ground floor joists and let these joists 
de supported from the wall plate 
bedded into the extra 4} in, brick thus 


providing solid support for the in- 
ternal skin 

A ventilation system is essential for 
this floor One should be provided by 
means Of ¥ ins. X 6 Ins. external air 
bricks with an enclosed shaft through 
into the void under the floor 

Il am, etc., 
R. K. KINTON 


To the Editor of A. & B.N 


Sir, Re Constructio Sheet 
L.2.. C.14 | notice the weep holes 
eXa nple No, 2 are under ground evel 
They are provided, you say, to allow 
moisture to escape fron the cavity 

re they not just as likely to act as a 
soil drain and attract moisture? Or 
not? 


FE. DueK-COoHEN 


| 
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Above the west front of Lacock Abbey Below are other buildings visited on the conference tour described in this report These are 
left, the bridge chapel at Bradford, originally built so that passers-by could pray for the soul of the builder, and successively used as a 
lock-up, toolhouse and ammunition dump. Centre, Bradford Tithe Barn and right, the Saxon Church 


RJI.B.A. 


Report from Bristol... 


Wednesday, June 7 1590 built The Great House. The wam,"’ a strange, but unique 
“6 Youll be all right,”’ said Red Lodge was originally a room hung with spears and other 

the porter at Paddington, garden house in its grounds. In trophies. This room was lent to 
and the sun was certainly shining the nineteen-twenties the Lodge the Bristol Society of Archi- 
when we reached Temple Meads. was purchased; and the Bristol tects for the informal reception, 
The yellow A.A. signs pointing ‘Savages’, a society of local at which we were entertained by 


so reassuringly ‘““To the R.I.B.A. artists, contributed largely to- some of the brother Savages with 
Conference’ seemed to be at wards the expenses incurred, in songs, original bird verses and 
every corner of Bristol. All return for a 28 years’ lease free of — violin solos. 

* 


roads appeared toleadtothe Red rent. This lease has now come 
Lodge, the conference head- to an end and the Lodge belongs Thursday, June 8 

quarters. to the Corporation. The ‘‘Sav- In the Physics Lecture Theatre 

ages” still pay for part of the of Bristol University, THE Lorp 

On the site of the present upkeep and continue to hold Mayor gave a brief address of 

Colston Hall, Sir John Young in weekly meetings in their “Wig- welcome, to which MR. WATER- 


3k 
LE 


THE 


HOUSE, replied. The President 
made special reference to Mr. 
E. F. Tew to thank him for hos- 
pitality at Bath, to Mr. James 
Ross for the visit to the Brabazon 
Hangar and to the Earl of Rosse 
for his paper. 

Mr. R. S. REDWwoop, the 
President of the Bristol Society 
of Architects, said that it was the 
centenary year of their society. 
He told us that the membership 
is now four hundred architects 
and students. 


THE EarRt OF Rosse, Chair- 
man of the Georgian Group, 
then read a paper on the “Pro- 
tection and Preservation of His- 
toric Buildings,”’ after which 
there was a short discussion 
about some of the points he had 
raised and a general condemna- 
tion of the use of artificial stone 
for restoring real stone build- 
ings. 


The questions of boundary 
fences, the painting of buildings, 
and greater publicity in the daily, 
as well as the architectural press 
for architectural matters were 
also discussed. Before the dis- 
cussion MR. KNAPP FISHER pro- 
posed a vote of thanks. Mr. 
G. GORDON HAKE, who secon- 
ded the vote of thanks quoted 
Lethaby on the over-zealous 
restorer—with his ‘‘Maddening 
Contradictions, of Learned 
Ignorance Careful Violence 
and Loving Destruction.” 


* * 


After the inaugural meeting a 
presidential luncheon party was 
held at the Grand Hotel for the 
members of the Conference Exe- 
cutive Committee to meet Lord 
Rosse. Members had private 
luncheon parties of their own in 
various corners of Bristol. Our 
party drank sack mead. There 
were more people than ever 
before to be included in the 
sweeping panorama and at the 
Garden Party in Blaise Castle. 


Left: 


ARCHITECT 


reading from the top, Lance Wright and T. H. 8. Burrougt 
G. Gordon Hake: Grey Wornum and Edward Playne 
Brentnall. The photographs were taken at the Garden Party in Biaise Castle grounds 


and Building News, June 16, 1950 


BRISTOL R.1.B.A. 


There were not many familiar 
London faces but the Architec- 
tural Societies and the County 
and Borough Architects from 
the rest of England were well 
represented. Very few of the 
younger members of the profes- 
sion appear to be drawn to these 
conferences. The average age was 
about forty-five or fifty. Is it 
that the young men cannot afford 
the time or the money—or what? 
The R.1.B.A. might consider a 
Gallup Poll to find out the 
answer—or perhaps they already 
know it. 


We wandered about the spaci™ 
ous grounds of the Castle, ate an 
enormous fea, chatted to 
friends whom we did know, and 
visited the Folk Museum in 
Blaise Castle House. The house 
was built in 1796 by William 
Paty. The museum —designed 
to give a picture of the way of 
life, in its various dom- 


those 


aspects: 


estic, social, etc., from the 15th 
to the 19th centuries—has_ only 
recently been assembled. 
* 
In the evening the Civic Re- 


ception and Dance was held at 
the Pump Room, Bath, by kind 
invitation of the Mayor—Miss 
Kathleen Harper, and her sister, 
the Lady Mayoress. It was a 
wonderful party. All the rooms 
were open and there seemed to 


be a buffet at every turn ! 


Friday, June 9 
This morning it was a question 
of each to his taste, but choosing 


some of the many tours was a 
difficult task. The visit to the 
Brabazon Hangar in the after- 


noon proved the most popular, 
as this enabled delegates to hear 
the Hon. Lionel Brett’s paper 
on the “New City Centres of 
Europe” at the Physics Lecture 
Theatre in the morning. 


; Richard Sheppard and 


Eustace H. Button and R. H 


= 
| 
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CONFERENCE 


For those who had a nostalgia 
for the past or who were mem- 
bers of the Georgian Group ot 
who were just curious 
the insides of other people’s 
houses there was an embarrass- 
ment of riches. but after much 
deliberation discarding the lure of 
the Cotswold villages, Prior 
Park, Bath, and Wells, we de- 


cided on the tour to Lacock. 


to see 


Our first stop was Hazelbury 
Manor which was reconstructed 
by its present owner, Mr. George 
Kidston, in 1919, under the 
guidance of the late Sir Harold 
Brakspear. The construction 
has been carried out cleverly. 
The general impression of age- 
old charm in the most beautiful 
gardens imaginable will not easily 
be forgotten by any of us—least 
of all by our visitors from “down 
under” who were particularly 
delighted with this wonderful 
example of Olde England at its 
olde best. There was a wide 
green path which culminated at 
one end in a semi-circular plat- 
form—the remains of the spec- 
tators’ gallery for the popinjay 
shooting in the early 16th cen- 
tury. 


At Bradford we stopped by 
the bridge with its chapel jutting 
out from one side. This chapel, 
with its fish for a weathercock, 
was later used as a prison. Prison- 
ers were politely referred to as 
“under the fish and the 
water.’ 


over 


We drove on to the medieval 
barn and thence on foot to the 
little Saxon church, which in 
1856 was being used as a Free 
School. The chancel, belonging 
to a separate owner, had been 
turned into a 3-storey cottage. 
On the discovery that it was, in 
fact, a church, the buildings were 
purchased from their owners in 
1872 and restorations were car- 
ried out. As it stands to-day it 


is a fine example of Saxon archi- 
tecture. 


Our next visit was to the 
Rubber Works, which has suc- 
ceeded the Cloth Trade as Brad- 
ford’s chief industry. Here Mr. 
Alec Moulton showed us round 
the Hall restored by his great- 
grandfather in 1848. Originally 
known The Duke’s House, 
the hall was built in the early part 
of the 17th century by a cloth 
merchant called John Hall. Ie 
was sold in 1802 and divided up 
into tenements for the employees 
of the cloth mill. The interior 
was ruined, but it was restored 
to its original use when pur- 
chased by the Moulton family. 


as 


> 

Our next hosts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Watkins, at Belcombe Manor, 
were waiting for us with ice-cold 
cocktails. The house was re- 
modelled by the elder Wood 
about 1734. The small octagonal 
room has a built-in bureau and 
niches designed by Wood him- 
self. 

After lunch— very late indeed 

we went on to Great Chalfield 
Manor where Major Fuller had 
almost given us up. Neverthe- 
less he was still graciously wait- 
ing to receive us and tell us about 
the house before handing us over 
to his secretary who showed us 
over some of the rooms. 


Great Chalfield was restored 
by Sir Harold Brakspear be- 
tween 1905 and 1912 but there 
are still many traces of the time 
when Thomas Tropnell the 15th 
century builder was the owner. 
Tropnell obtained possession of 
the property at a time when the 
house was in a very decayed con- 
dition and he completely rebuilt 
it. The house is now owned by 
the National Trust. 


Lacock Abbey, our last visit, 


is also owned by the National 
Right: reading from the top, Mr. Michael Waterhouse, President of the Royo! Institute 
of British Architects, and Mrs. Waterhouse: Mr. Nelson Meredith, City Architect of 
Bristol, and Mrs. Meredith Mr. R Redwood, President of the Bristol Society 
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Trust. Miss Fox-Talbot, a niece 
of the photographer, is still living 
in the house and took us through 
the upstairs rooms after we had 
been hustled round the abbey by 
the National Trust guide. Apol- 
ogies were made for a display of 


presents for a wedding the 
following day. Secretly many 
of the architects’ wives pre- 


ferred this to the copies of old 
masters, broken finials and other 
fragments of a bygone age. 

Seeing these old houses falling 
gradually into disuse-—owned by 
impersonal societies, trusts and 
groups—is not a little depress- 
ing; Hazelbury and Belcombe, 
lovingly kept up, and obviously 
“lived in’? and enjoyed, there- 
fore stand out most clearly in our 
memories. 


Somehow, with the aid of a 
kindly taxi-driver, we managed 
to reach the Queen's Hall for the 
Conference Dinner in the nick 
of time. We were received by 
the Presidents of the R.I.B.A., 
and the Bristol Society of Archi- 
tects. We were fortified and 
restored with Bristol Milk, as an 
aperitit to an excellent dinner, 
for which full marks must be 
given to the organising com- 
mittee. 

The “break’’ for ten minutes 
between dinner and speeches was 
an innovation which London 
might do well to copy. 


Most of the speakers were 
brief and witty. Mr. Michael 


THE ARCHITECT 


Top left: an aerial view.and above, a 
detail of The Hall, Bradford-on-Avon 


Top right: a view of Lacock 


Mr. J. Ralph Edwards, who took a party 
round the Bristol Old Vic. 


ind Building News 


Waterhouse talked about Bath 
Buns—Olivers— Bricks—— Chairs 

Salts— Beauties and Chaps and 
went on to say that he was slight- 
ly surprised that the waters had 
never been bottled as they were 
at Vichy and other similar Con- 
tinental Spas. He thought the 
possible reason that they were 


as the French say—-Eau non 
potable—was illustrated, as 
every child knows by Nanny’s 


earliest remarks, ‘Do not suck 
your sponge and drink that nasty 
Bath water” ! 


The Right Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of Bath and Wells 
brought down the house with 


a story of his visit to America. 
He was introduced to a Southern 
charmer, who, on being told 
that he was the Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, looked him up and 
down and said in her lazy drawl 

“And say—-wha do they call 
you that ? Honey !”’ 


Saturday, June 10 

In the evening we went to the 
final performance of Moliere’s 
Tartuffe, superbly acted by the 
Bristol Old Vic Company. 


After the last night speeches, 


Mr. J]. Ralph Edwards, who is 
the architect’ responsible for 
recent restoration work in the 


theatre told us of its early history 
and took us for a brief tour back- 


Stage. 
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Planning for the Motor Vehicle 


and the Public-Serviece Vehieles I 


Introduciion were made to other types of motor 


vehicles 
FBXHESE notes are intended to supple 
ment those already included wu 
Planning for the Motor Vehicle Definitions 
(see Planning (1949) by “E. & O.E.”) 
The latter were, in the main, concerned For our present purpose the term 
only with the private motor car and its **Public-Service Vehicle” (P.S.V.) should 
operation, although some references be taken as referring to motor-buses, 
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motor-coaches and taxis, but not to 
motor cars used for private-hire, Offie 
cially the term is used to denote a motor 
vehicle which is used for carrying 
passengers for hire or reward, but it 
excludes “contract carriages’ having 
less than eight seats, trams and trolley 
buses. A motor bus is usually classified 
as a “stage carriage” and a long-distance 
coach as an “express carriage.” 


Dimensions 


All buildings, parking spaces and 
turning spaces associated with public- 
service vehicles are necessarily related 
to maximum dimensions laid down in 
regulations made under legislation of 
which the most important are the Road 
Traffic Acts of 1930 and 1934, It ts 
wise in this kind of planning to assume 
that at some time maximum conditions 
may arise; since unless this is done 
changes in the types of vehicles from 
those for which provision 1s originally 
made in a scheme may involve very 
costly changes in both buildings and 
layout. 

The legal maximum limits for public- 
service vehicles are 

Width—normally 7° 6", but 8 0” is 
permitted on routes specially ap- 
proved by the Traffic Commission- 
ers. These overall dimensions are 
exclusive of driving murrors and 
directional indicators when these 
are in extended positions. 
engths (overall)—Four-wheel single 
deck 27° 6° (which it is understood 
will very shortly be increased to 
30’ 0°). Six-wheel~ single deck 
30 0°. Four-wheel double deck 
26’ 0” (shortly to be increased to 
27° 0°). Six-wheel double deck 

The probable increases now under 
consideration by the Traffic Commis- 
sioners should be noted. They will 
apply, it is understood, only to four- 
wheel types 

Height—15' 0” maximum overall. 

Turning Circles—all vehicles of a 

length of 26° 0” or under—60' 0° 
maximum; vehicles over 26° 0° 
length—-66' 0” maximum 

Turning circles are measured at the 
extreme outer edges of wheel tracks; it 
should be noted that no part of the 
vehicle may project more than 6" beyond 
the outer faces of the rearmost wheels 
except mirrors and traffic indicators and 
no parts of wheels or the fixings thereof 
may project more than 34” beyond the 
outer faces of the inflated tyres. 

Weight—8 tons is the maximum 

allowed to be carried on any one 
axle. Total laden weights are a 
maximum of 12 tons for four- 
wheel vehicles and 14 tons for 
six-wheel vehicles; these totals are 
based on the weight of the vehicle 
including all possible water, oil, 
fuel and baggage and an extra 140 
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Ib. allowed for each person, in- 
cluding the driver and conductor. 

Figure | illustrates and summarizes 
these essential dimensions. 

it must also be borne in mind that the 
position of entrances to vehicles varies; 
most double-deck vehicles have en- 
trances near the rear but most single- 
deck vehicles have entrances arranged 
near the front of the passenger part of 
the vehicle; both types of entry are on 
the left, or near side, of the vehicles. 
This has considerable influence on 
planning for picking-up and setting- 
down passengers and on any platforms 
or canopies, etc., which may be re- 
quired for bus stations. 

It may te well to remind readers that 
articulated vehicles have not so far 
been used in this country for public- 
service purposes: in many other coun- 
tries, however, the use of this type is 
common and in consequence provision 
has often to be made for vehicles up 
to 65° O° in length. It should also be 
noted that although buses are limited to 
15° O” in height, trolley buses are as 
much as 10° higher. The Ministry of 
Transport have laid down 16° Q° as the 
minimum clearance under bridges over 
new roads and, in fact, 16° 6" is pre- 
ferred. Many buses in the past have 
not been built up to the maximum 
permitted heights but there is an in- 
creasing tendency to approach this 
figure, in new types, to assist internal 
head-room. It ts, therefore, wise to 
design all Openings or covered spaces 
used by public-service vehicles not less 
than 15° O° in the clear. 


Turning Spaces 


Although turning circles for vehicles 
are measured overall the wheel tracks, 
allowance must be made for the per- 
missible overhang of the body work 
beyond. These dimensions must be 
allowed for in planning all spaces in 
which vehicles are to move. It ts 
desirable, therefore, to provide con- 
siderably more space than the specified 
vehicular turning-circles if the vehicles 
are to be handled within spaces bounded 
by vertical obstructions The allow- 
ances normally provided are shown in 
Figure 


Bus Stations 


The bus station, which is specially 
planned ts a relatively new development 
brought about by a general increase in 
public-service traffic. Its provision is 
also due to the desire to increase public 
satety by the reduction of obstructions 
in streets and to avoid traffic delays 
arising from vehicles stopping to 
pick-up and set-down passengers, change 
crews, ete., in any but recognized and 
authorized locations. It is probable 
that fuller planned bus-station facilities 
will be regarded as a necessity in all 
urban areas in the near future 

It cannot be stressed too strongly from 
the initial conception of any scheme 
that bus stations may be concerned with 
the operation of both local and long- 
distance services and in some areas also 
for sight-seeing and similar tourist 
traffic; the latter may occur not only in 
seaside and similar holiday resorts but 
in towns possessing historical and archi- 
tectural interest and beauty which must 
be preserved and not marred by pro- 
vision of public-service vehicle facil- 
ities. 
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Sites 


For local services and those serving 
small towns and villages in the locality, 
it is desirable that the site for a bus 
Station is found within 400 to 500 yards 
of the main shopping and commercial! 


centres of the town. Wherever possible 
bus stations should be close also to the 
main railway station, although it ts 
realized that this full combination of 
shops and stations may not always be 
possible 

Bus stations should not be planned 
near dwellings, churches or schools as 
the noise can be a considerable source 
of annoyance and discomfort to the 
occupiers, especially during the early 
or late hours of the day 

Close proximity to shopping centres 
is Of less importance for stations con 
cerned with long-distance express ser 
vices 

The areas required for bus-station 
Sites are entirely dependent on the 
various local circumstances which will 


dictate the volume and frequency of. 


traffic However, as it would seem that 
the use of buses is constantly increasing, 
ample sites should be sought at the 
commencement of any scheme, if only 
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to meet the possibility of the future of the street. Such a layout requires 


extensions required for more frequent 
buses or the establishment of new ser 
vices Unless some such policy is 
pursued it may mean that an urban 
bus-station may have to be moved to a 
new or larger site or have to be dupli 
cated elsewhere purely as a result of 
demand. 

Site areas again are affected by the 
need to meet peak-traffic loads on 
market or on special mid-week 
ping days. Through services may make 
smaller demands for site area, especially 
if they are well spread out throughout 
the day. If, however, many such ser 
vices arrive or leave about the same 
time and form connecting services, much 
more standing space may be necessary 
Terminal stations involving long waits 
tor vehicles will also need large areas 
especially set aside for parking 

An important planning factor in the 
selection of a site is its relationship to 
the roads and traffic flow of the sur 
rounding area. The concentration of 
vehicles using: the station must not 
impede normal street-traffic or in any 
way increase danger for any other road 
user, vehicular or pedestrian 

Where traffic is not heavy bus stations 
may be provided by acquiring land 
suitable for the planning and construc 
tion of what amounts to a wide private 
street with one-way or straight-through 
traffic In towns with more frequent 
P.S.V. traffic, much more elaborate 
station schemes naturally become neces- 
sary, and will affect larger areas of the 
urban layout around the actual. station 
site 

In smaller towns it may be possible 
to provide bus-station facilities by 
widening a portion of a main street, if 
the number of vehicles is small and few 
stop for long or at any one time. Such 
a scheme should not cause cross-traffic 
widenings, therefore, are usually needed 
on both the 


exactly 


shop- 


Street, although 


opposite one 


sides of 
possibly not 
another 

I igure 3 
widening Of a 
bus-stopping 
interfere with 


illustrates the 
roadway to 
place 
the 


essential 
provide a 
will 
traffic-flow 


not 


which 
normal 


a set-back in the road width of 9° 0° 
and preferably up to 10’ 0°; it is also 
important that there shall be no reduc- 
tion but, if possible, an increase in the 
pavement width to permit covered 
waiting-space for queues and to avoid 
pedestrian congestion. The length re- 
quired for this type of vehicle bay is 
based on the number of vehicles likely 
to use the stop at any time; the allow- 
should be at least 45° O° per 
vehicle, with a minimum of 100’ 0”. 
As shown on the figure these dimen- 
will allow each vehicle to move 
away into the main traffic-flow without 
moving any other vehicle in the bay. 
Figure 4 illustrates two examples of 
the “‘private-street’’ type of stopping- 
place or station. In each example the 
length can be anything needed to pro- 
vide standing places for the anticipated 
number of vehicles and waiting passen- 
gers. Congestion at the ends where 
junctions with the main roads occur 
become serious, however, if any 
are to be catered for 
scheme. If adjoining 
than is required for the 
traffic ways and the passenger queueing- 
spaces, is acquired, other and more com- 
plete bus-station facilities can be pro- 
vided on one or both sides of the road, 
in either of the two examples. Scheme A 


anee 


sions 


may 
PS 


within 


vehicles 
such a 


space, more 


is planned for vehicles to wait on one 
side of the street only and consequently 
involves one-way traffic and requires, 


in addition, suitable roadway layout 
and traffic conditions in the surrounding 
streets, a circumstance which may not 
ilways be found Both examples 
require that the streets at each end do 
not heavy traffic, as “cross- 
are involved through buses 
entering and leaving the station to go 
r direction in the main street and 
hese may cause serious intermittent 
Scheme B makes provision for 
traffic in both directions and the road- 
way, therefore, provides for four separ- 
ate traffic-lanes At each out-going 
corner buildings must be 
that proper vision is 
possible of the traffic using the street 
entered. It is almost essential 


carry very 


overs 


end the 


resigned so 
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that schemes of this type are not used 
also by ordinary traffic. 

Schemes based on type B are apt to 
cause inconvenience to strangers using 
the station as they may not know 
from which stance a bus may be leaving 
and may therefore need to cross busy 
traffic-ways quickly 

The lay-out shown in Figure 5 has 
a central concourse around which all 
the bus stances are planned The 
traffic proceeds in a one-way direction 
round the central unit The central 
unit allows concentration of all passen- 
ger facilities in one unit of building. If 
the roads of such a scheme are used 
for normal traffic, in addition to the bus 
traffic, bridges or subways for access to 
the central concourse are likely to be 
needed 

The openings in the passenger guard- 
rails will have to be related closely to 
the position of entrances to the vehicles 
using each stance; or, alternatively, the 
guard-rails must be adjustable or 
movable. It should be noted that the 
width of traffic-ways influences the 
spacing of the bus stances, as shown in 
Figure 5, if roads are only 20 ft. wide. 
an additional length of 5 ft. over the 
minimum of 45 ft. will be needed for 
vehicles to enter and leave stances 
without disturbing adjoining vehicles 

Figure 6 illustrates a type of bus- 
station with a large open standing- 
space, slightly raised passenger-waiting 
spaces or platforms and a concourse 


and booking unit on one side. The 
scheme is based on a single entry; 
normal road traffic could be taken, 


however, through the scheme if extra 
roadway widths are provided as shown 
on the left and top of the plan. As the 
layout is based on one-way traffic the 
“platforms” or passenger waiting spaces 
need to be at least 20° 0" apart and are 
used on one side only for access to 
vehicles Provision is made for 
through services to stop on the left and 
top sides of the scheme leaving the 
central platforms free for vehicles 
which may wait for longer periods. The 
concourse is planned on a normal street 
frontage. 


If schemes of this type are adopted 
it will probably be found to be un- 
economical to roof the whole area. 
Covering may be provided over the 
platforms to protect the passengers 
although such roofs are apt to be un- 
satisfactory in driving rain. This 
scheme is based on a one-way entrance 
but it should be noted that it has exits 
in three directions 


It will be seen that in the schemes 
shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 5 vehicles drive 
through and do not have to back into 
or out of a stance either on arrival or 
departure. The lengths of the stances, 
however, must be based on maximum 
vehicle lengths with an additional allow- 
ance for entering or leaving without 
disturbance of other vehicles; these 
lengths may involve very large site 
areas for the larger stations. Such sites 
may not always be available and an 
alternative layout shown in later dia- 
grams may become necessary. Schemes 
in which backing in or out of stances, 
although more economical in site area, 
can be more troublesome in operation 
and tend to slow up the handling of 
vehicles, especially in peak periods 


(To be continued) 
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Kitchen side of the house,"the“Allard car in the foreground 
was designed by the owner, Godfrey Imhof, Esq. 
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The site of about one acre is part of a hill (the original 
Robin Hill of Galsworthy’s “Forsyte Saga”) thickly wooded 
with oaks, sweet chestnuts, and silver birches 

There is a considerable fall both across the width of the 
site and along its length, both these falls sloping away from 
the sun and down from the road. The best view ts facing 
away from the road to the north over a golf course and com- 
mon to distant woods 

Both aspects and contours were therefore unconvenuonal 
and the design of both house and garden is largely controlled 
by these two factors 


THE HOUSE 


General. Instead of being placed on a levelled plattorm, 
the house is tailored to the existing ground slopes. As it ts 
hoped to extend the house to more than twice its present 
size, the future plans had to be designed first to fit both the 
contours and the accommodation eventually required. The 
present smaller house built within the restrictions of size and 
cost permitted is, as it were, the central core of the future 
house and contains its basic permanent features, stairs and 
main services duct 

The future extensions will be added at both ends of the 
house and on top by building one extra storey. For this 
reason, both the end outer walls and all internal partitions 
are non-structural. The house structure is thus a hollow 
shell of floor and roof supported on two walls at front and 
back only. Within this shell only the stairs and the plumbing 
stack are permanently fixed, enabling rooms to be altered in 
position, shape and size, if required later. 


Levels. The floors are carefully fitted to the contours 
and access from house to garden is at three different levels 

1. Lower ground floor to drive (or to future garage) and to 
back garden. 

2. Ground floor to walled garden (from living room) 

3. Front door at level half-way between two floors 

The existing ground slopes were slightly remodelled near 
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the house to suit windows and doors. The walled garden 
was levelled with soil from the excavation for the house. 

Inside, the effect of the various floor levels is enhanced by 
the stairs which are open to the living room, and by the large 
windows through which the changing relationship of the 
ground and floor levels is seen. 


Aspect. The house is kept thin in depth to enable the 
principal rooms to enjoy both sun from the front and view 
from the back. Also the living room and future main bed- 
rooms have a third aspect to the sides of the house. The 
views facing north over the woodland garden, sloping away 
from the back of the house, have a distinct advantage over 
the usual south-facing view, because the landscape is seen 
brilliantly lighted from behind the viewer, and not with the 
sun in his eyes. Very large windows are unusual on the 


north but here they provide highly dramatic views from the 
house. 


Arrangement, The rooms for the future house are 
arranged to give privacy to parents, children, guests, and 
staff. On the top floor parents and children will have separate 
bathrooms and bedrooms; on the lowest floor guests and 
staff are similarly planned. Separating these two floors, will 
be the ground floor with living rooms and kitchen, serving, 


wetted garden 


Ve. 


STAGE 
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as it were, all four groups together. Even this floor, however, 
is planned so that parents and children will each have their 
own living rooms indoors and out, the parents having the 
living room and walled garden, the children having a nursery 
and roof deck over the garage. These plan arrangements 
hinge logically on each floor round the stairs and internal 
plumbing duct, thus minimising the expense of long passages 
in the plan and long pipe-runs to the four bathrooms 

In the existing house there is only one bathroom (the future 

uest bath) and two bedrooms, not now occupying their 
uture permanent positions. There is a large kitchen equal 
in size to the living-room and meals can be taken in either 
room. The living room is three steps down from the ground 
floor and is open to the stairs and landing which are on the 
sunny front of the house. 

The existing entrances will all remain exactly as now for 
the future house, but the lower ground floor entrance at the 
foot of the stairs will then open off the garage, not yet built. 
The existing casement doors on the front kitchen wall, 
will open on to a flat roof deck over the garage, when the 
present railing will be removed. The garage for three cars 


to be built on to the front of the house will face to the side 
and will occupy the existing gravelled area, lower than the 


rest of the front garden. which is now outlined by retaining 
walls, 


ground floor 
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CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIALS 


Two external walls at front and back —cavity brick. 

Two external end walls Timber framed, fabricated in sections and 
bolted together for future removal and re-use for house extensions. 

Retaining wall to playroom—Reinlorced concrete 

Internal walls—-All non-load bearing, either 44" brick for permanent 
partitions or wood studs for partitions, to be moved later. 

Floors——Reinforced concrete arranged in three bays with four steel 
joists spanning from front to back external walls 

Stairs Reinforced concrete. 

Roof—Corrugated asbestos sheeting on timber for temporary roof 

Insulation—Glass fibre in end walls and roof, tibre-board on internal 
stud partitions. 

Windows—-Standard metal casements in special wood frames to 
include large areas of fixed glass. 

Casement doors -Wood, purpose-made. 

Heating—-Water and room-heating is by electricity both thermo 
statically controlled. There will be only one fireplace in the house 
when completed, in the living-room 

Plumbing —Copper prefabricated waste stack in duct inside house 
together with all supply pipes left ready for future connections. 


External Finishes, Front and back walls in yellow stock facing 
bricks for lower portion and in lemon-yellow colour-washed rustic 
flettons for upper part. Two end walls faced with cedar shingles 
Temporary roof of natural grey asbestos. Future roof to be grey 
slates. Paintwork throughout white except grey on metal casements. 
Sunblinds—blue and white striped canvas. Garden retaining walls 

York stone slabs over brick rubble backing. Garden paving —Precast 
concrete slabs with rough texture in three standard sizes and four 
colours mixed and laid to give a variety of effects and patterns. 


GARDEN 


General The garden is now largely finished though of course the 
new planting still has to reach maturity The garden-store building 
and tea-house are still to be added and the walled garden is not yet 
enclosed as intended. The extensions to the house itself will not affect 
the garden which ts already shaped to receive these additions. The 
existing woodland and the ground slopes of the site have suggested 
the present character of the garden but naturally much work had to 
be done to achieve the final results 

The Garden Plan.—The garden design has three areas each with its 
own distinct character: 1. The front garden, open and sunny with 
only two large trees; 2. The walled garden, a level open-air living room; 
3. The woodland garden shady and with distant views 

The Front Garden facing south to the road has a more welcoming 
effect than the usual front-to-north arrangement as Georgian house 
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builders often recognised. Here a plain slope of grass is crossed by a 
paved entrance path which is kept separate from the car-drive, sunk 
at a lower level along one boundary I fut 
attached to the front of the house will face to the s 
its floor will also be s 

The Walled Garden eventually to be enclosed by brick walls standing 
on the present stone base, forms a pr 
to the living room. It is the only p 


large garage to be 


oundary and 


ik below the general level of the front garden 


ate sheltered sunny court next 


rt of the garden which Nas been 


levelled and there is paving, a tiled hing-pool for children with a 
fountain, and space for plants. The views from this garden will still 
be visible through plate glass “windows” to be left in the future en 
closing walls 

The Woodland Garden, although still thickly treed, was carefully 
thinned and reshaped by new planting, the shape outlined being that 
of a central open glade, with a shady perimeter d it A 
drift of silver birches at the lower end crosses this general pattern 
without unduly interrupting it or the view beyond 

The Ha-Ha (or sunk fence) used at the lower boundary gives per 
fectly the intended illusion of connection betweer rden and the 
landscape beyond. In order to achieve this it was also 


adopting 


grass, mown 


necessary to grass over the whole 
the leafy carpet more appropriate to woo 
smooth in the central glade and walks and left lor 


gives an 


attractive textural variation seen on the golf course beyond 
A small tea-house is planned among bamboos on the edge of the 
ha-ha to face the afternoon sun 

Soil. The topsoil is acid and full of leaf-mould from e existing 
trees, the subsoil being heavy clay with underground gs in it 
Peat moss litter was added for all new planting 

Planting Scheme The existing trees were all large specimens of 
Oak, Sweet Chestnut and Silver Birc/ The birches were considerably 
thinned and the other trees carefully re-shaped 

The new planting aims at a lent maintenance-free arrange 
ment of flowering shrubs and trees w only small areas of herbaceous 
and bedding plants in the walled garde and i near the house 
Suitable plants such as Primulas, Bulbs of all including Lilie 
and climbers such as § | um are however 


grown among the shrut 
Summary of New 


dendron Ponticum interpl 


Early spring starts with ywering trees in 
Almonds, Cherry-Plaums, Cherr and, later on, Crab Varieties of 
Camellia Japonica are planted in the shady walks and these come into 


flower with the earliest A and Ahododendron Species 


p to 


which are the uf 
brilliant Hybrid Rhododendrons are mostly placed boundary 
walks in front of R. Ponticum. Much use is made of the evergreen 
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Japanese Azalea Kurume as well as the later M and Ghent varicties the evergreen Rhododendrons and Azaleas give the garden a solid form 
The white azalea R. Mucronatum and the w Rhododendron Loder as well as providing shelter and background, but the graceful feathery 
togetficr with other white-flowered s t Mage i dmelanchier bamboos are used to lighten this effect, Arundinaria Japonica, A 
Canadensis and Choisya Ternata set off € < Ss throughout Anceps, A. Fastuosa, A Palmata, A. Nitida. Other foliage plants used 
In «¢ »wing the H i Rh the sunny as isolated specimens are Nandina Domestica, Picea Pungens Glauca 
front $s a scheme and Cryprtomeria Japonica Elegans 
Hispanica, the brooms Genista Cinerea Spartum Ju The white stems of the existing birches and of the newly planted 
grey-leaved Sebecio Greyi the J a Vf Orange Cistus Swedish birch Betual Dalecarlica show up everywhere in the garden 
and Helianthemum and in the distant landscape outside the ha-ha 
Summer also starts the shrub-roses, mostly H d Musk varieties House 
left to grow large and unpruned, and the he si a Cinerea, £ 


Cilieris General Contractors—H. Firth & Co. Ltd., 128 Malden 


The walled garden, where alpines, annua and herbaceous plants Road, New Malden. 
are used among small evergreen shrubs such as Lavender, Rosemary Garden Consultant— Michael Haworth-Booth, 
ind Helianthemum is kept in a constant pl colour by bedding . 
This bright Quantity Surveyors—Messrs. Thompson & Alexander, 
ght colo < 4 i 
course look better confined within the wa which wall eventually FF.R.LCS, 
separate it from the rest of the garde Fletton Bricks —London Brick Co. Yellow Stock Bricks—Eastwoods 
The pots of Nasturtiums, Pelargoniums and Petunias, together with Lid Porch Roof—Fiaza Lid Roof Covering —Turners Asbestos 
the bedding in the walled garden help to t the difficult late Cement Co. Ltd Window Wilhams & Willams Ltd. Chester 
sul er period in the shrub garde The s ted to last from Steelwork—Dorman Long & Co. Lid Steel Reinforcement — BR 
ow til autumn are Hypericum Patulum. H 4 Glabrata, Eucryphia Engineering Co. Ltd isphalte Tanking—Permanite Ltd. Berth and 
Nymansay, Hibiscus Syriacus varieties and Fu 1 Riccartor The Basin —\deal Boilers & Radiators Lid. Insulating Board—Celotex Lid 
plant c ly used, however. is the muct y H ingea, especially WiC. Sute—John Bo'iding & Sons Ltd. Electrical and Metalwork 
the 1 florist’s H. Macrophylla Hortensia etic jalso H. Arbor Alfred Imhof Ltd. Doer FurnitureDryad Metal Works Blinds 
escens, H. Mariesii and H. Pariculata ¢ frag evergreen honey J. Avery & Co. Woter Heater—Sadia Aides 
suck Lonicera Japonice alliana entwine Jack me 
el ra Japonica H Garden 
Perle 4izur grow on the entrance porct supports ‘ 
built in { t of the plate glass where the from inside General Contractors —L. H. S. Ellis Lid., Queen's Road, Hersham, 
4utumn plants conce aga Walton on-Thames, Surrey 
evergreen shrubs, rather than on berric e Japanese Plants—Hillier & Sons, Winchester Paving —Noelite Lid. (Kent 
icer Palmatum Osakazuki, the sumacs Rhus ¢ es and R. Cotinus Name Plates —Supersine Co., Freemantiec Road, Lowestoft Gate 
Fo Purpures and the brilliant Berberis Thunber The Musk Rose Wellington Tube Works Ltd., Tipton Staffs 
are als flower again at this time 
Fo winter effects reliance is placed only ¢ torms of the land Inte rtor Yi urnishing 
scape, the trees, and the evergreen foliag rf rut s being Heal & Son Ltd.; Bentalis Ltd.; Edinburgh Weavers; Dunus of 
satisfying than winter-flowering plants I ground g Bromiley; Troughton & Young; Westland Engineers Ltd., Yeovil 


The Living Room side of the House 


| 
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THs building is sited in a narrow street in the old town 
of Bradford-on-Avon, immediately opposite a very 

fine stone-built Georgian house, which is used as a portion 
of the Company's offices. The problem, therefore, was to 
design a building which should have sufficient window area 
for its purpose as a research laboratory whilst remaining 
in harmony as far as possible with the local vernacular 

The structure has load-bearing walls of brick faced with 
Bath stone ashlar and the windows of the main facade are 
square in proportion. The entrance, which is axial with 
the entrance of the Georgian house opposite, will ultimately 
be central in the facade of the laboratory when future ex- 
tensions are built and the facade will thus become sym- 
metrical about this axis 

The stone carved panel over the entrance is an adaptation 
of the Company's trade mark 

The introduction of a mezzanine level in a part of the 
building was caused by the fact that a heavily reinforced 
air raid shelter previously occupied this portion of the site 
and was utilized in the new building and now houses the 
boilers, whilst the roof of the shelter forms a part of the 
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BASEMENT P LAN 
Experimental Mill where the heavy laborat equipment 


is housed 


Heating is by low pressure hot water radiation and steam 
and compressed air services are brought from the factory 
adjoining 

The building was designed by W UM, F.R.1.B.A., 

VS, A.R.1.B.A 
G D GORDON HAKE, 


A.A.Diploma, and carried out by F. R. H 
Consulting Architect for the facade 
M.A., F.RA.B.A., R.W.A 


Quontity Surveyors—W. E. Underwood & 
General Contractors_-F. J. Amery & Sons Ltd.. Batt 


Foreman—Mr. Deacor Clerk of Work Henry Helps, of the 
Company E gir pg Ser t Applegate & § Trow 
bridge Steelwork Gardiner, Sons & ( itd., Bristol Sus 
pended Floors—-Concrete, L H “ Middx Metal 
Windows—-Gardiner, Sor & Co B Asphalte 
b cialists B Electrica 

Batt Frome Metal 

ber eorge Spencer 

Ay equipment 

Fleetw Paints Co.. Ltd 


for Messrs. George Spencer, 
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NATIONALIZATION OF 
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THE BUILDING 


INDUSTRY 


A summary of the scheme to be presented by the Executive Committee of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives to the 33rd Annual Conference which 
opens at Ayr on June 23. 


In an interview with the “ Architect and Building News,” 
1.F.B.T.O., pointed out that at present this scheme is for 


General Secretary, 


Mr. Richard Coppock, 


internal discussion. The terms of reference stated at the last conference held 
in Porthcawl in 1949 were: 
** That this conference . +++ instructs the Executive Committee to prepare a 
scheme for at least the first stage of public control, including the setting up of 
a National Building Corporation ... . 


Description of the Industry 


HE Building Industry is taken to 

include the civil engineering in- 
dustry Workers engaged on either 
building or civil engineering are inter- 
changeable. the main distinction being 
that civil engineering jobs are designed 
by engineers and building jobs by 
architects. 

The civil engineering side could be 
excluded from these proposals, but it 
would be difficult in drawing up a 
nationalization scheme to make any 
clear-cut distinction. The inclusion of 
the electric wiring and contracting 
group in this scheme is a point for 
argument. The committee’s view is for 
inclusion, 

The comprehensive scheme thus em- 
braces 1,300,000 persons of which 
1,000,000 are classified as building 
workers and 300,000 as civil engineering 
workers. 


Registered Firms 

The building industry, the report 
states, has one employer tor about every 
eight men. 50,000 “no-man”™ firms 
may be mainly building workers work- 
ing on their own account, but as they 
are registered as ‘firms’ they must be 
so regarded for planning the industry. 
The First Step 

A prerequisite for nationalizing the 
industry is the nationalization of build- 
ing materials and merchandising. The 
report states “it should not prove 
difficult to transfer these monopolies to 
public ownership. Bricks, paint, tim- 
ber, wallpaper, electrical apparatus and 
equipment and metals are all amenable 
to public ownership and it should be 
no more difficult to devise compensation 
arrangements, by means of Govern- 
ment Bonds redeemable in, say, 20 
years, than in the case of . . . banking, 
railway and mining shares.” 


Raw Materials—-Purchase and 
Distribution 


The National Building Corporation 
would have a section concerned solely 
with the manufacture of all building 
materials and with the purchase of raw 
materials from overseas Another 
tion would deal with the distribution of 
materials, 


Alternatives to 
Nationalization 


The report mentions the form of 
“Co-operative” of building 


workers 


adopted in other countries notably 
Sweden, but stresses that this is not 
nationalization. The clear mandate ot 
the conference is for Nationalization 


Small Scale Work 


The report questions the efficacy of 
State intervention on the “odds and 
ends” of small decorative and repair 
work. If the State were to take this 
over it would have either to (a) nation- 
alize every litth ironmongery and 
similar shop and undertaker which does 
small repair work and odd jobs, or 
(b) forbid such work from being done 
except by the nationalized concern. The 
exclusion of part of the industry trom 
nationalization might be inadvisable, 
but sometimes principle has to be 
measured against expediency and im- 
mediate practicability. 


The Plan 


This envisages the nationalization of 
all building operations on the basis of 
either (i) the number of men employed 
by any concern; or (i1) the amount of 
annual turnover. It might be possible 
to combine (i) and (ii), but this would 
not be easy. On the first basis, it is 
suggested that all firms each employing 
over 20 men be included in the scheme. 
On the second basis, an annual turn- 
over of £10,000 calculated as an average 
of 5 years immediately preceding the 
“vesting” date announced in the Act is 
the suggested criterion. The turnover 
of £10,000 would include the cost of 
materials, wages, salaries and over- 
heads. Any disagreement on the inter- 
pretation of “turnover” could be re- 
ferred for final decision to an independ- 
ent arbitrator, for which provision 
would be made in the Act. 

The acceptance of the first basis 
would exclude about 114,000 firms 
employing approximately 293,000 men, 
leaving roughly 9,000 firms, each 
employing over 20 men, covering 
670,000 operatives. (The reservations 
“about” “approximately,” “roughly” 
are put in deliberately, for there are 
periodical censuses which show a 
variation in the figures). In the course 
of time the excluded men would be 
absorbed into the nationalized service, 
perhaps through or by the Mobile 
Labour Force of the Ministry of Works 
The direct labour departments of local 
authorities, etc., would be excluded 


The Means 


The establishment of a Ministry of 


Building, to take the place of the present 
Ministry of Works, is recommended 
The latter, in addition to its character 
of a contracting body for other 
Government departments, ts also a 
directly employing body and has about 
5,000 men in the Mobile Labour Force 
under its command. It does not seem 
necessary, says the report, that the 
Ministry of Works should continue as 
a separate body if the Government 
establishes a Ministry of Building, which 
it will have to do (or convert the Min- 
istry of Works into a Ministry of 
Building) if the industry is nationalized 
The taking over of 9,000 firms and the 
control of 700,000 workers are probably 
beyond the scope of the Ministry of 
Works as it is at present constituted 
The number of firms and operatives 
would be increased if those who made 
no returns were included The 
nationalized undertaking would have 
under its control over a_ million 
workers 


One result of the formation of the 
Ministry of Building, following the 
nauionalization of the industry, would 
be to abolish the whole present system of 
licensing and controls, for clearly the 
new Ministry would be an authoritative 
body capable of determining its own 


administrative actions It might be 
necessary to retain a small measure of 
licensing for the small, remaining 


independent concerns, but if the manu- 
facture and distribution of building 
materials were State-owned and con- 
trolled there would be no point in 
issuing licences 


National Building 
Corporation 


The Ministry of Building would be 
the executant or determining authority 
but it would be necessary to relegate 
administration to a body concerned with 
the immediate day-to-day tasks that 
fall on the industry So a National 
Building Corporation would be set up, 
representative of the Ministry and for 
the time deing of all sides of the present 
industry——building employers, opera- 
tives, the professions (architects, sur- 
veyors, engineers), manufacturers and 
distributing agencies The administra- 
tion would be decentralised as far as 
possible into regional —and perhaps 
local inits: at ad any overall plan ot 
constructior (made at intervals of 
anything from one to five years) would 
be based on regional and local reports. 
whose purpose would be to estimate 


the needs of their own respective areas 
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double - glazing || units 


are now available 


for early delivery 


HERMETICALLY SEALED 


IMPROVED THERMAL AND SOUND INSULATION 


REDUCTION OF DRAUGHTS 


EASILY INSTALLED 


* 
* 
* 
* REDUCES CHANCE OF CONDENSATION 
* 
% ONLY TWO SURFACES TO CLEAN 

* 


PRESENT MAXIMUM SIZE 100" x 80” 


ade 


PILKINGTON BROTHERS LTD. ST. HELENS, LANCS. sane 


w the technical facts about IN SULIGHT™” Double-Glazing Units to the Technical Sales and Ja 
os e D spartment, St Hel lens, Telephone St Helens 400 1, w visit cur West End Office and Showrooms S57 
u Selzoyn Hous Cleveland Row, St. Jar mes’s, S.W.1, Tel leph me Whitehall 5672 


INSULIGHT the British registered trade mark of Pillangion Br others Limited 
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FOR SOUND PLANNING | 


ASPHALTE TANKING, FLOORING AND ROOFING 
NACOFELT BUILT - UP BITUMINOUS ROOFING 
ACCOTILE DECORATIVE FLOORING TILES 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LIMITED 
58 Victoria Street, London, S.W.13 


NEUCHATEL 


are best 


Inside or out, whether it’s for doors or walls or window frames, Wood's paints 
vive the best protection. With sixty years experience of paint manufacture Wood's 
have developed paints for every purpose — paints to resist rust and acids, paints to 
stand up to tropical heat in fact whatever the job may be, there’s a Wood's 
paint specitically planned for it 

The good working properties and covering power of * TALBOT ” Hard Gloss Paint, 
for instance, combined with its tough, durable, glossy finish, make it ideal for 
exterior protection and interior decoration 


WOOD LID. 


HARD GLOSS PAINTS - DISTEMPERS - INDUSTRIAL FINISHES - TALBOTEX 


Talbot Woras, Stanstead Abbotts, Ware, Herts. Tel.: Stanstead Abbotts 174.5 6 


Grams Antacid Stanstead Abbotts 


| 
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Firms as Employees of 
N,B.C. 

An alternative to the unmediate 
full taking over of firms, ts that 
N.B.C. should be the body to whic! 
building firms would be compelled to 
be under contract No question of 
tender would arise, for firms thus placed 
would be in the relation of normal em 
ployees to employers 


Comparison with the 
Railways 


The whole administrative, executive 
operative and clerical staffs of the rail 
way companies kept going when the 
railways were nationalized; the only 
change lay in ownership, the share 
holders being generously bought out 
Control of operations on the railways 
still lies with those who exercised it 
before. So with the building indust 
All firms covered by the Nationalization 
Act would carry on as usual, but thei 
sole client would te the N.B.( The 
operatives would continue their work at 
first without noticeable change, but in 
the flux of time their conditions would 
materially improve, especially by the 
complete abolition of casualisation and 
by the resultant introduction of a 
guaranteed full week. 
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Profit to N.B.C. 


In the event of the establishment of 
temporary, normal, contractual rela- 
tions between the N.B.C. and a firm, 
through the medium. of one of the 

tung forms of contract (there are at 
least half a dozen kinds) the profit basis 
would continue; that is, simply put, a 
profit would be made on the contract. 
But—this is important—the firm would 
ynly receive the cost price (labour, 
naterials, administration and over- 
heads), while the profit normally calcu- 
lated to result would come into the 
possession of the N.B.C. and be used 
as a fund to be drawn upon for the pay- 
ment of compensation to shareholders 
whose concerns have been or will be 
nationalized 

Under this proposal provision could 
be made for the co-ordination of small 
firms, such as occurred during the war 
through the Emergency Builders’ Org- 
anisation. War experience provides the 
answer to those who say these things 
cannot be done 


Exceptions 

Direct labour departments of local 
authorities would be excluded from 
nationalization (as such workers are 
already working for public enterprise), 
unless the employing body asked that 
they be taken over. 
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The permanent building maintenance 
departments of private concerns should 
remain undisturbed, such as the depart- 
ments of LC.1., Courtaulds, Ltd., etc., 


The Professions 


Architects, surveyors, technicians, en- 
gineers, etc., insofar as they are inde- 
pendent and not in the sole employment 
of a building or civil engineering firm 
would, according to the report, be in no 
different position from now. As in- 
dependent persons and concerns they 
would have the same right to work (or 
not work) for the N.B.C. as they have 
now to work or not work for a firm, 
but with no more guarantee. In course 
of time they would, if they desired, be 
taken into the direct employment of 
the N.B.C, 


Comparison with Doctors 


So with the doctors. They have not 
been taken over by the State, though (if 
they wish) they work for the State and 
get paid by it. 


The Land 


The common ownership of land, the 
basis of all building, is regarded as 
essential to the success of the national- 
ization of the building industry. 


POINTS 


FROM P 


A 


Extracts from a paper, ‘“‘The 


Nr about a century ago appre 
ciation of the importance of t 
arts, and of aesthetic values 
eral, could be considered auto 1 il 
any man or woman wilh any clau 


educatior This ap 


p iation 
cluded a due regard for 
fine buildings as works of art, quite 


apart from the material use to whicl 


they might be put. It would be use 
less to pretend that a number were 
not wilfully destroyed in each succe 
sive period of that more enlightened 
age, but normally this was only done 
n order to erect what contempo 
opinion considered, rightly or wro 

to be something better and finer. The 


action may often have been regrettat 
in itself, but at least the motives pre 
vided an arguable case 

With the industrial revolution came 
a change of attitude which slowly b 
surely pervaded almost every sects 
t 


of the populat 


alism and comme! 


ion Unrelieved mate 


guiding forces of the da 

erations of beauty and amenity were 
almost entirely swept by the board A 
ash of so-called functor t 
deniably hideous fact 

spread over the land, accompar 
serried rows of eve Viler 

for the unfortunate workers to 
Industrial progress was and 1s not 
nevitable but highly desirable t S 


however quite unnecessary 


Protection and Preservation of Historic 
the EARL OF ROSSE, M.B.E., F.S.A., chairman of the Georgian Group, at the R.I.B.A. 


Conference at Bristol on June 8. 


should always take place at the ex- 
pense of beauty, whether natural o1 
created by man Many continental 
have a far better record in 

S respect, and exceptions such as 
P< Sunlight and some of the newer 
power-stations have shown more re 
cently that care and forethought can 
often strike a happy balance between 
the respective needs 

Architecture is the most vulnerable 
of the arts. Unlike a picture, a book 

a piece of furniture, a fine building 


cou ries 


seldom has a high intrinsic value, no 
matter how great its artistic merit 
Again, the other works of art cost 


le, if anything, to maintain, while 

old building can involve its owner 
n enormous expense. A building can 
ot be moved except as a tour de 
force, and-the site it occupies, especi- 
ally in large towns, may often be infi- 

ely more valuable once it is re 
noved 

In cities and towns, too, the major 
ty of the better buildings, particularly 
f the classical per od, are in blocks, 
ind the destruction or mutilation of 
ynly one house inevitably ruins the 
appearance of all others in that block 


d weakens the case for their reten- 


tior The present crushing rates 
f taxation and death duties have in- 
ised the danger yet more No 
dlord is able to feel any security 


either for himself or his successors, 


Buildings” read by 


and even the country houses and 
estates, which may be claimed to re- 
present one of England's most notable 
achievements in the field of culture, 
have become threatened during our 
lifetime. It can, indeed, be claimed 
with some justification that the tide has 
now turned, as is evidenced in certain 
of the provisions of the recent Town 
and Country Planning Acts, but in all 
too many places everything worth sav- 
ing has already been overwhelmed 
You may reasonably ask why 
should any old buildings necessarily 
be preserved? Should not each suc- 
ceeding generation be capable of im- 
proving on the works of its forebears? 
In certain cases this is no doubt pos 
sible, but only if a wide selection of 
the best buildings of the past exists 
for them to study; and it would be a 
bold man who would claim to sur- 
pass such great architects of the past 
as Sir Christopher Wren and Inigo 
Jones, albeit with some three centuries 
more experience to draw upon. Apart 
from so extreme an example, it 1s dif 
ficult to conceive of anything more 
fitting to the English scene than the 
golden churches of Northamptonshire 
or a typical Cotswold village; what liv 
ing man could improve on them? 
Let us admit at once that all old 
buildings cannot be preserved Very 
few deserve to be kept as ruins, and 
for all others a use must be found, 
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which under the changing conditions 
of the modern world is not always 
easy. Furthermore, and particularly 
in the case of those in towns, there 
exists the problem of fitting them in 
with the necessities of town-planning. 
Some preservationists are inclined to 
be frightened of town-planning and to 
imagine that it is necessarily hostile to 
their aims, It is true that the two 
must often conflict, but it should be 
remembered that classical architecture 
is essentially planned, and that the first 
great British town-planner was Sir 
Christopher Wren. In his day, as in 
ours, planning may sometimes entail 
the disappearance of good buildings of 
the past, but compromises which leave 
the most important factors of both 
points of view intact can usually be 
reached. It is interesting to note that 
in Paris, probably the best example of 
a planned city (in Europe), the clas- 
sical architects responsible for moder- 
nizing its layout drew a series of con- 
centric boulevards round the central 
medieval area, which they left virtu- 
ally intact. 


What could be done in the past can 
be done now, and for practical pur- 
poses cld buildings may conveniently 
be divided into four categories. Firstly, 
there are those of paramount impor- 
tance which must at all costs be pre- 
served intact both inside and out and, 
except in a very few places, even if 
they conflict with planning considera- 
tions. This is a very small class. 
Secondly, come those where exteriors 
only merit complete protection; while 
in many cases it will be most desirable 
to include some at least of the interior, 
it will often have to be admitted that 
only by a complete remodelling inside 
can an economic use be found. 
Thirdly, there are the less important 
buildings whose retention is generally 
desirable but which would have to be 
sacrificed if planning considerations 
demanded it. Fourthly, there is the 


‘ class whose loss in the normal process 


of time need cause no regret from 
any quarter. This is obviously a very 
broad classification and in particular, 
it should be emphasized that small 
houses and shops can often deserve 
keeping every bit as much as larger 
ones, especially from the point of view 
of retaining the atmosphere of old- 
world towns and villages. 


It is one thing to postulate that such 
buildings should be preserved, but it 
is a necessary corollary, if the plan is 
to be put into effect, that practical pro- 
posals for their use should also be 
produced. In certain cases those in 
the first class will have to be turned 
into museums or institutions instead 
of being used for the purpose for 
which they were built. This will ex- 
haust almost all the possibilities in this 
line, and for this reason it is necessary 
to agree that, probably in the great 
majority of cases, all other houses will 
have to be converted so as to be more 
suitable to modern conditions The 
interiors may have to be completely 
‘gutted in order to effect this, but the 
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French have long ago shown us that 
even such notable facades as that of 
the Place Vendome. in Paris need not 
suffer as a result. 


Sometimes the conversion will be 
into business or professional premises, 
at others into residential flats, but the 
general principle will be the same 
that of turning two or more buildings 
that were planned for vertical use 
when considerations of time and 
labour were of no importance into one 
to be used horizontally. Big rooms 
may also have to be subdivided and 
new plumbing facilities and other 
offices inserted. It is useless to pre- 
tend that it is an easy job; in some 
ways it can demand more of an archi 
tect than the construction of a new 
house and the discredit in which the 
principle is held in some quarters is 
due to an all too prevalent habit in the 
past of not employing architects who 
had made a special study of the prob- 
lem; or, worse still, not employing an 
architect and relying on some inquirer 
or builder to provide something which 
was more a clumsy adaptation than 
conversion. 


Conversion has also sometimes been 
attacked for being expensive. All 
building can be, and conditions vary 
enormously, but in general new 
accommodation can usually be pro- 
vided as cheaply, and often more so, 
than by the construction of new 
houses. There is the additional advan. 
tage that more valuable agricultural 
land is not used up and accommoda- 
tion is provided in convenient areas 
where full public services exist instead 
of in remote ones where they do not 
In short, by this method fine old build- 
ings are preserved, and at the same 
time new homes are provided more 
economically and conveniently than 
would otherwise be the case. 


The question is often put: can old 
buildings and modern ones exist side 
by side to mutual advantage? The 
difference between the traditional and 
modern styles is so marked that, in my 
opinion, the two should be kept apart 
as much as possible. Where, how- 
ever, it is not, I submit that it is 
reasonable to ask that the modern 
building shall conform generally in 
elevation and material with the older 
ones. Design is less important, but it 
should be obvious that a_ ferro- 
concrete erection some six stories oF 
more high in juxtaposition with a 
Georgian terrace or the cottages of a 
stone-built village can only have the 
effect of making them both look 
ridiculous, whatever their individual 
merits apart. 


The material is of particular import- 
ance in England, since no country of 
comparable area has more varied 
scenery, and each district with such 
distinct character. It is impossible to 
think of the Cotswolds apart from 
their superb stone of which almost 
every building is constructed, nor of 
East Anglia apart from its magnificent 
flint churches. Every effort should be 


made to preserve the craftsmanship in 
the various areas necessary to con- 
tinue building the traditional 
material. Expense is often an almost 
insuperable factor, but recent experi- 
ments in the use of reconstructed 
stone appear distinctly encouraging 
While the price is immeasurably 
cheaper the effect is indistinguishable 
except at very close quarters 


This factor of expense is generally 
the most difficult problem to be faced 
now that the principle of the import- 
ance of preservation has received 
official sanction in the recent Town 
and Country Planning Acts. Suffi- 
cient legal powers now exist effectively 
to protect from wilful destruction all 
buildings of value, but initiative on 
the part of some _ individual or 
authority is necessary to exercise the 
power on each occasion. The fact 
that the question of cost has not yet 
been faced up to acts as a horribly 
powerful deterrent. The position is 
Vitiated still further by the penal rates 
of taxation which have been enforced 
in recent years. These have ensured 
that almost no private individuals have 
been able to keep their properties in a 
first-class state of repair and even less 
to carry out the reinforcements which 
are often necessary if their condition 
is not eventually to deteriorate. To 
quote from the report of the Bath 
Conference: “Even before the War, 
the majority of owners only carried 
out sufficient repairs to: make their 
properties wind and _ waterproof 
architectural features such as cornices, 
columns, capitals, and architraves to 
doors and windows were left slowly 
to disintegrate. A good instance of 
this is the Circus where the facades of 
only three houses have had adequate 
reparation in the past quarter-century 
In one instance 1914 costs of repair 
are available: the figure was £500. 
This included proper repair of all the 
architectural features of the facade, 
and the covering of the cornices with 
lead——a most necessary measure if the 
stone is to be preserved. It is esti- 
mated that the cost of similar repara- 
tive work at present-day prices would 
To day the position 
is even more unsatisfactory. Taxa- 
tion has increased so greatly as to 
leave owners with little or no money 
to spend on ‘ inessentials "—and while 
a property in good decorative repair 
will sell or let for higher figure 
than a dilapidated one, the replace- 
ment or repair of external architec- 
tural features does not materially 
affect its value And it is, indeed, 
scarcely to be expected that owners in 
present times should put their hands 
into their pockets to finance unaided 
the heavy cost of such reparative 
work 


As recommended on that occasion, 
the only solution would appear to lie 
n the State undertaking a proportion 
of the cost of repairs or necessary 
mprovements to buildings of out- 
Standing architectural or historic 
mportance 


xe about £1,750 
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Canning & Co. Lid Architects: Harry Bloomer & Son 


STANDARD LANTERN LIGHTS 


The above illustration shows Standard and Pur- wide range of Standard Sizes, and can also be made 


pose Made Lantern Lights recently installed on the to specific dimensions. Hills also specialise in 
water-cooled roof of a new factory for Messrs. W. Lead and Aluminium Roof Glazing; any degree of 
Canning & Co., Birmingham. Hills Lantern Lights ventilation can be incorporated, from  cord- 
incorporate special lead clothed Ridge and Hip operated single pane opening lights, to continuous 


Bars which eliminate the heavy cost of separate stretches, electrically operated by tension rod 


lead flashings. Interlocking cast iron corner posts gearing. List No. 209, giving full details 
and malleable iron finial connections impart rigid of the complete range of Standard Lantern 


strength to each unit These are available in a_ Lights, will be sent free on request. 


HILLS 


(WEST BROMWICH) LIMITED. 


ALBION ROAD WEST BROMWICH & 125 HIGH HOLBORN LONDON, ti 3 


Branches at Birminehan Swansea Bristol Manchester Newcastle-on-Tyne & Glasgow 


16. 1950 95 
REE 
Hills Lantern Lights at New Factory for Messrs, 
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BATLEY SECTIONAL CONCRETE BUS SHELTERS 


A typical example of the adaptability of Batley Building Units, this Sectional Concrete 
Bus Shelter will have a special attraction for Councils and local authorities who can 
employ their own unskilled labour for its erection. With no prepared foundation 
necessary, and no parts to fix in the ground, it can be erected by two men in approxi 
mately four hours. It is permanent yet portable—a real boon when a bus stop is moved 
Fixed steel framed windows are interchangeable with wail panels. Approximately half 
the cost of a similar brick built construction, it is completely weatherproof and fireproof 
and will last a lifetime without maintenance. These bus shelters have already been 


supplied to many local authorities throughout the country. rer 


CB AB 
“Cure 96 Rd - Holbrooks COVENTRY Tel. 89245 /6 


| 
NI 


SHELL-MEX HOUSE, LONDON 
Dia. of dials 25 ft. Messrs. C.F. joseph, Archts. 


DOD aR 
DARD TOWER CLOCKS | 
of all types, with dials from 2 ft. dia. upwards | 
RINGING PEALS, CHIMES 


CARILLONS, SINGLE BELLS 
Please let us have your enquiries 


INSULITE PRODUCTS CORPORATION LTD 
41 KINGSWAY, LONDON, W 0.2. TEMple Bar 9385/7 | 


(4 


Batley Concrete Building Units offer a new techniq in the 
| A fully descriptive Brochure will be sent free equest : 
| the Wood -Fibre Insulating Board 
| 
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Let in the Light... 


TO HOSPITALS WITH 


HELLIWELL 
METAL WINDOWS 


When it is of vital importance to be 

able to maintain perfect conditions 

of Hygiene and comfort, HELLIWELL 

purpose made or standard metal 

windows may be specified with 
confidence. 


HELLIWELL & CO. LTD. 


Brighouse, Yorks & 68 Victoria St., London, S.W.| 


lie gita nite Steady 


rHIS BOILER keeps a steady temper- 


ature and gives a good supply of hot 
water because the supply water is 
“threshold treated.” “ Threshold treat- 
ment” is the simple corrective for 
scale-forming or corrosive waters; it 
is the continuous addition to the water 
of small quantities of Calgon (sedium 
metaphosphate). For large systems 
Calgon is continuously added to the 
water at the rate of a few parts per 
million of water. For smaller installa- 
tions Micromet, a slowly soluble form 
of the chemical is used. An advisory 


service is available, and full information 


on “threshold treatment” will be sent 


on request, 


ALBRIGHT & WiLson 


WATER TREATMENT DEPARTMENT 


49 PARK LANE LONDON. Tel: A) 
W) 


Works: OLDBURY & WIDNES 


7 
| 
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LASTING 
PROTECTION | 


for Tron and Steel 


Setright Registers Ltd. | 
would appreciate the | 
opportunity of for- 
warding details of their \ 
Totalisators to persons ‘ 
engaged in the erecting 
and reconstructing of 
Horse or Greyhound 
Racecourses. 

SETRIGHT REGISTERS LIMITED » 
Works, Gi Road, Wa'thamstow, 


London, E.17. Phone : Larkswood 2189 
Telegrams : Sefaregist, Wait, London 


This highly efficient bituminous paint 
: saves more than it costs 


HE best way to keep metal from rusting is to give it 
) a covering of Presomet. This flexible, bituminous 
: black paint can be applied by brush, spray, or by dip 
| ping, and flows exceptionally smoothly; its great covering 
capacity makes it very economical. It dries quickly, to 
form a glossy, durable surface that keeps off any weather 
and resists wear and rough treatment. 

Presomet is thus an efficient protection for all outsid: 
metal-work — gutters, pipes, railings, fire-escapes, ventilation 
ducts and cowls, corrugated iron roofing, etc. It is also 
widely used for treating timber, concrete, asbestos, and fel! 


—in fact, any outdoor surface exposed to wet and weather SEW AGE AIN D 


The cost is negligible compared with the resultant saving. 


Three grades (light, medium, heavy) available in gallon TRADE WASTE 


: and $-gallon cans and 5, 10, and 40-gallon drums. 


DISPOSAL 


Particulars on request Please send us your enquiries for: 
PRESOM SEWAGE PUMPS, EJECTORS, VALVES 
DISPOSAL WORKS EQUIPMENT 


PENSTOCKS AND ALL TYPES OF 


Manufactured by the SEWERAGE IRONWORK. 


National Coal Board 


T 
Presomet is a product of British Coal. Further details, and D 


advice on any technical lem, will gladly be given on 


application to the National Coal Board, By-Products, YORK AND LON 
N. P. Bank Buildings, Docks, Cardiff 


Phones: YORK 2047. LONDON WHITEHALL 8235 
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THORNS INDUSTRIAL 


BUILDINGS 


SAVE TIME AND MONEY 


Have vou nsid 4 
many ways in whict 
Buildings can effect economies —_— } 


i rst he 
production to get nto fall | ull 


et 


Enquiries invited for home or export. 
Please write, stating your requirements 


J. THORN & SONS LTD 


Box No. 113, BRAMPTON ROAD, BEXLEYHEATH. KENT 
Telephone: BEXLEYHEATH 


BRIGGS 


AQUATEX 


PLASTIC WATERPROOFING COMPOUND 


AQUATEX 
cracks on any type of building material 
and solution form. Ideal for re-vitalizing weathered felt 
roofs. ‘Send for sample and descriptive leafiet 


is excellent for sealing, jointing or repairing 


Supplied in plastic 


SONS. LTD DUNDEE 


ipal Centres 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & 


and Vauxhall Grove, Lond S.W.s at 


“WILLIAM 
EVANS 
for 
FORMICA— 
quickly and 


courteously !” 


Ask for stock note and terms 


All information from : 


WILLIAM EVANS 


COMPANY ° 
THE ALBANY OLD HALL STREET 


LIVERPOOL 3 


i 
: Offices, Canteens, mm 
| 
| 
FOR TROUBLE AT THESE DANGER POINTS- NN 4 
\\ |. 
DIN 
Zug 
Ledges 


CANNONS 


Installed the HEATING & VENTILATING System 
for this fine Building 


THE LONDON FIRE BRIGADE 
HEADQUARTERS, Albert 
Embankment, London, 


@ This Building is one of the many which are heated and sup- 
plied with constant hot water by installations carried out by 


Ww. G. CANNON & SONS LTD: 
(Established Contractors since 1853) 
bleating, Ventilating & Air Conditioning Engineers 
NORTH END, CROYDON, SURREY 


Have you seen the MEW 
VICTOR DOOR SPRINGS 


WITH THE SELF- 
CONTAINED CHECK 


_s A GREAT ADVANCE 


giving reliable, powerfu! 
silent service. 


No. 21 “ Sceptre Victor "’ 
Patent double action Floor Door 
Spring. Self-contained hydraulic 
check action unit. For medium 
size doors. No. 22 for extra 
large or heavy doors. 


The elimination of back pres- 
sure in this No. 21 * Sceptre 
Victor "’ ensures that there is 
no free oil in the box. 


Sceptre Victor No. 21. 


\ ROBERT 


ROBERT ADAMS (VICTOR) LIMITED 


ADAMS 


STAINES ROAD, HOUNSLOW 


139, 


Telephone HOUNSLOW 5714 


| 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY 
TO KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH 
THE LATEST TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 


Demonstration of 


MACHINES 


FOR THE MODERN BUILDER 


An Exhibition organised by The Ministry of 
Works in association with the Midland Regional 


Building and Civil Engineering Joint Committee 


A wide range of equipment includes :— 
| Mobile Cranes - Earth Augers - Fork Lift Trucks | 

Loading Shovels - Scaffolding - Power Barrows | 
| Monorail Transporters . Crawler Tractors and 
| Equipment Wallpapering Machines - Cement 
| Spraying Equipment - Brick Trucks - Mobile Hoists 
| Tools Hand and Powered Concrete Mixers 
Formwork - Board atte Machines. 


at WARWICK RACECOURSE 
JUNE 26th —JULY Ist - Il am.—7 p.m. 


ADMISSION FREE * REFRESHMENTS 


sleel fe OM. 


Established 1871 
H. YOUNG & COMPANY LIMITED 


Structural Engineers 
NINE ELMS STEELWORKS -2:BURWOOD ROAD, E 
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Telephone: 


Telegrams: 
ENFieid 48774 


Quality, Enfield 


SHUTTER CONTRACTORS 


LTO. 
LINCOLN WORKS 


ENFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


ROLLING SHUTTERS 
IN STEEL, WOOD & 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS 


APPROVED MANUFACTURERS TO 
F.O.C. AND L.C.C. REQUIREMENTS 


CONTRACTORS TO 
H.M. GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS 
PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS 
Etc. 


Curfew collapsible gates are 
the ideal protection from bur- 
giary. Fit them anywhere 
they are unobtrusive when 
open yet guarantee maximum 
safety when closed 


These gates slide freely on ball 
bearings and can fold out of the 
way with the tracks, leaving 
the doorways of shops, ware- 
houses or offices perfectly clear 
during working hours 


CURFEW 


COLLAPSIBLE GATES 


CURFEW DOORS & SHUTTERS LTD. 
ANCOATS, MANCHESTER 
Telephone: COLIyhurst 20/18 
TUDOR WORKS, PARK ROYAL, N.W.10. Tel: ELGAR 6954 


Also manufacturers of 


SPEAR HEAD GATES 
FIREPROOF and ROLLING DOORS 


for every purpose 


have 
been used 
by Engineers, 
and Surveyors 
responsible for the 
world's most famous 
constructions. The more 
Important your work the greater 
the necessity for Reliable and 
Accurate Drawing Instruments. 


nsist on using only Thornion's for complete satisfoction 
iiustrated cotalogue sent post free on request, 


WALLBOARD 
CUTT ING 


TOOLS 


4 


CUTTING, GROOVING & 
BEVELLING WALLBOARDS 


Made in three Models 
No. 10 for bevelling and grooving smail 
ornamental pieces. 
No. 20 for bevelling and strip cutting. 
No. 30 for all cuts in the sheet. 
IMustrated Leaflet sent on application 
Trade inquiries invited. 


PATENTEF & MANUFACTURER 


E. CHALMER 
%, The Crescent, SURBITON Surrey 


DRAWING | 
\\ 
\ 
A 
| 
| WYThenshawe line | 
E rive 
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POST-WAR REBUILDING ... . 
PORTLAND STONE 
MONKS PARK STONE 


THE BATH & PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. 


Head Office: | LONDON OFFICE: 
BATH try Grosvenor Gardens House, 
Tel.: 3248-9 el.: ViCtoria 9182-3 


AN ADAPTABLE POLICY 


adaptable policy recommended by the 
A.B involves only a small annual cost to 
provide a substantial tax free income for 
dependemts, of on retirement a cash sum or pension 
for life 

for example a man of years next birthday 
an provide cover for dependents to the extent 
ot 16.250 for an annual premium of only 


Special 
Assistants 


Particulars trom: The Secretary. 
A.B.S. Insurance Department, 


66. Portland Place, London, W 
(Tel. WELbeck $721) 


rebate for Architects and Architects’ 


BARKING, ESSEX 
Rippleway 
9977 


Tanking, Paving, 
Coloured Floors, etc 
To B.S.S. 


DAMP WALLS 


WITH ONLY 


ONE COAT OF 


Penetrex 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


Absolutely Colourless, Penetrex does 
its job thoroughly, on all surfaces, Out- 
side or inside One gation covers 30 Sqi« 

Yords. Sold by Builders’ Merchants in all sizes from 
Quart tins to 10 Galion drums. Send for prices and 
name of nearest Stockist to 


LITHEX PRODUCTS 


HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6. Tel.: 25692 


CAN BE MADE 
BONE DRY 


HIGH QUALITY 
WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.WW BRAND) 


M. M°CARTHY 


& SONS, LTD. 


BULWELL © NOTTINGHAM 


BRIGHT’S 
ASPHALT 


ST. MARY’S CHAMBERS, 
léla STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephone No.: TEMple Bar 7156 


COMPLETE STANCHIONS 
PURLINS 


erc 


TRUSSES 20-0° TO SPAN 


“NORTHARC™ 


2@€0. LANGHAM ROAD LONDON 
PHONE™ BOWES PARK S75 7 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 


FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 
POPLARE.14. East 144! 


The UNIVERSAL 
WARRY HOIST 
WITH AUTOMATIC SAFETY GATES 

Designed to comply with the Building Regulations 

The Warry Patent Building Equipment 

Co., Ltd. 


The Pavilion, Sheen Park, RICHMOND, SURREY 
Telephone ; RICHMOND 1266 


ALTRINDA” 
DAMPCOURSE 


Supplied from Steck 
ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
Poplar East 144! 


ARCHITECTS’ PLAN CHESTS 
STEEL & WOOD OFFICE DESKS, FILING 
CABINETS, CUPBOARDS, 8OOKCASES 
BOARDROOM & WRITING TABLES. REVOLVING 
CHAIRS, CARPETS & LINO. HUGE STOCKS 


M. MARGOLIS, 


378-380, EUSTON ROAD. N.W.!. Euston 1325 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
COPPERTRINDA 


The best Dampcourse yet produced 
POPLAR, E.1!4. EAST 1441 


Contractors’ 
Tools 


SHOVELS, FORKS, RAKES 
BARROWS, LADDERS, 


RAMMERS, CROWBARS, 
AXES, HAMMERS, 
WINCHES, HOISTS 


Write for descriptive leaflets today 


THOS W. WARD LTD. 


| ALBION WORKS - SHEFFIELD 
| Phome: 26311 "Grams: “ Forward.” 


tange f Colon 


THE LIMMER & TRINIDAD 
LAKE ASPHALT CO., LTD. 


STEEL HOUSE, TOTHILL ST. WESTMINSTER, 


LONDON, S8.W.1 
Telephone Whitehall 6776 
Telegrams: Limmer, Pari, London 


MULLEN 


AND 


LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 
Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 

41 EAGLE ST., HOLBORN 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephones 
LONDON 
CHAncery 7422/3/4 


CROYDON 
ADDiscombe 1264 


STEELWORK 
R. W. SHARMAN L™ 


HEAD OFFICE: 

The Parade, SUNBURY-on-THAMES, Middx 
Telephone: Sunbury 3210 

Telegraphic: Sharman, Sunbury 

(all communications to be addressed to above). 
WORKS, Swan Works, Hanworth, Middlesex, 

and at Hayes Middlesex. 

Telephone: Feltham 3007, 


as OLD AS THE INDUSTp, 


RJ GODDARD«CL” LONDON. N 7 


Telephone NORTH 3037 (3 lines) 


LEWIS BITUMEN & ASPHALT Co. Ltd. = | pe 
= 
SS. 
|| 
— 
| | 
( KS, AIR PUNISTRY, Exc 
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MONOPHALT 


THE MASTICS FOR 


ROOFING, DAMPCOURSES, FLOORING, ETC. 


COMPLYING WITH BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 


THE FRENGH ASPHALTE CO. 


ding News 1950 33 


PHONE: ABBEY 4366 


4OS8E BUSINESS (5S INCORPORATED WITH THAT OF 


HIGHWAYS CONSTRUCTION LTD. 
KINNEAR 


IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDON. &.W.1. 
?7ATENT STEEt ROLLING 


SHUTTERS 


Posterity alone can decide the endurance limit of 
Kinnear Shutters, but some of the earlier installations 
are approaching their 50th year. 


Sole Manufacturers :— 


ARTHUR L. GIBSON & CO. LTD., 


“PERFECTION IN DAMPCOURSES” 


“ PERMALUME ALUMINIUM 


Combines hessan base with 


affords complete protection 


Specially selected and Wended bitumen, rein 
forced with a strong hessian core Efficient 
and economical 


| PERMASEAL 


Biumen-mpregnated fibre core Widely apeci 

fied for housing schemes | 

r fibre base. reinforced with LEAD 
Ideal for moisture-bearing subso is 


“ HOUSING” 
“LEAD-BITU”’ 


Hewman 

membrane 
Bitumen-impregnated ASBESTOS core assures) 
BASE absolute non perisha bility Withstands 
settling “ and vibration | 


| ASBESTOS 


These high quality Dampcourses 
comply with British Standard Specifi- 
cations. They are made by : 


@ May we send 
you samples? 


TWICKENHAM. PERMANITE LTD. 
455 Old Ford Road, London, E.3. Phone: ADVance 4477 (8 lines) 
WIREWORK wera carnice 
WOVEN WIRE THE COLLEGE OF ESTATE 
BALUSTRADE PANELS | St. Albans Grove, Kensington, W.8 
Day and Evening Courses for the following Examinations 
RADIATOR GUARDS University of London Degree of B.Sc. (Estate Management) 
COUNTER GRILLES commence in October. (Day courses only) 
ENCLOSURE PANELS } Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (Building, Quantities 
NG and Valuations sub-divisions), commence in April 
w Ni 
IRE SCREE Postal Courses 
| B.Sc, (Estate Management), commence in January and July 
| The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Institution of 
F.W. POTTER & SOAR LTD Municipal Engineers Royal Sanitary Institute, commence in 
| April and October Town Planning Institute, commence in 


PHIPP STREET, 
E.C.2 


W wework-Fineguare 
London. 


Bishopsgate 


2177 ime FLONDON, 


May and October 
Applications to 
The Secretary 


Telephone 
Western 1546 


ALDWYCH HOUSE - ALDWYCH - 
Holborn: 6949 


Building 


detai/s and samp/es on 
Sole Distributors for British Sisalkraft Ltd 


| J.H.SANKEY & SON,LTD gi¢ 


LONDON: w-c:2 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Rate: 1/6 per line, minimum 3/- 
average line 6 words. Each paragraph 
charged separately. Box Nos.: add 
6 words, plus I/- for registration 
and forwarding replies. Press day: 
Monday. Remittances payable to 
ILIFFE & SONS LTO. 
No responsibility accepted for errors. 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ESSEX EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 
MID-ESSEX TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
AND SCHOOL OF ART 
Market Road, Che. mstord 
ULL-TIME LECTURER in ARCHITECTURE 

required, to assist in the instruction of fulltime 
Day and Evening Students preparing for the Inter 
and Final Examinations of the RIB A. Salary in 
accordance with the Assistants’ Scale of the Burn- 
ham Further Education Report, £100 « £14 ~ £555 
per annum (allowance being made for approved 
professional and teaching cuperience and war ser 
vice) plus graduate and training allowances 
Further part.culars obtainable (stamped addressed 
foolscap envelope), from the Clerk to the Gover- 
nors, at the College, and returnable to him as soon 
as Possible 
DN BUNGEY 
Acting Chief Education Officer (4997 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 


ROHITECT required by the Government of 

Bermuda for the Public Works Department, for 
one year with prospect of permanency. Salary £900 
a year rsing to £1.09 a year Free passage out 
Cand dates, preferatb’y graduates of an Arctitectura! 
School, should have had gencral expenence in the 
desian and construction of schools, hospitals and 
Government buildings wencrally neluding stee! 
framed and reinforced concrete structures Apply 
at once by letter, stating age, whether married or 
single, and full particulars of qualificatons and ex- 
perience, and mentioning this paper, to the Crown 
Agemts for the Colonies, 4 Millbank, London 
S quoting M N/26238/3A on both letter and 
envelope The Crown Agents cannot undertake t 
acknowledge al! applications and will commun cate 
only with applicants selected for further con 
sideraton 14892 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, 


HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING 
AND ARTS AND CRAFIS 


EQUIRED as soon as powible in the Senior 
Building Schoo! 

(a) A SENIOR ASSISTANT LECTURER wo be 
responsible to the Head of the Department for 
Building Construcuion throughout the School and 
siso to assist in the organisation of post-graduate 
courses in building and structural engineering, etc 
Applicants should be well qualified in the field of 
nodern building practice and have had experience 
n the convo! of building operations. Some teach- 
me experience will be an additional recommenda- 
thon 

(b> A SENTOR ASSISTANT STUDIO MASTER 
© be responsible to the Head of the Departmen 
for Design in the Architectural Section preparing 
students for the Intermediate and Final cxamina- 
of the RI BA. Applicants should hold the 
ARIBA. and be well qualified in design and 
the diploma of recognised 
school would be an additional recommendat on 
Hammersmith is one of the RIBA. listed” 
schools providing approved full4ime instruction in 
architecture up to the RT BA. Final examination 

(co) THREE STUDIO MASTERS in the Architec 
tura Section Applicants should hold the 
AR IBA and have preferably been trained at 
a School of Architecture 

The salary for posts (a) and (b) is that of the 
Rufnham Technical Scale for Senior Assistants 
which ranges in London, for a man. from a mini- 
mum of £73488 to a maximum of 
acoording to age qualifications and experience. The 
salary for post (c) is that of the Burnham Technica 
Seale for Assistants, which ranges in London. for a 
man. from a mimmum of to a maximum 
of according age. qualifications and 

Application forms. obtainable from the Secretary 
at the Schoo! Lime Grove, W112, should be re 
turned not later than [Sth July. 1950. (803) [4994 
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BOROUGH OF CAMBERWELL. 


BOROUGH ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR'S 
DEPARTMENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited from suitabiy quai 
fied persons for the under-<mentoned permanent 
posts 
ARCHITECTURAL STAPF 
(1) SENIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. APT 
VII/ VILL (£665 to £790, including £30 London 
Wergiting) 

Applicants must have bad sound cxpericnce in 
general architectural work and have passed the Fina 
examination of the Roya! Institute of British Arch 
tects. The dutics will include the preparation of 
sketch designs, working drawings and specifications 
and supervision of work under construction 

Q) and G) TWO ASSISTANT ARCHITECTS 

A.P.T. V/VI (£550 to £690, including £30 Lon 
don Weighuns) 

Applicants should have sound general experience 
in architectural work and be Remstered Architects 

(4) ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. APT 

(£480 to £555," including London 
Weighting) 
Applicants should have passed the R 1 B.A Inter 
mediate examination or its ¢equivalemt, and have 
had at least «wo years’ expericnce in an architec 
tural office 
All the above appointments are subject to 
&) The National Scheme of Conditions of 
Service 

(i) The provision of the Camberwell and other 
Metropolitan Borough Councils (Superannua 
tion) Act, 1908, as amended 

(i) The passing of a medical examination 

Housing accommodation cannot be prov.ded by 
the Council 

Applications from staff in the service of othe 
jocal authorities will not be considered unless they 
have been in the service of their present employers 
for a period of not less than two year 

Applications, on forms to be obtained from the 
undersigned, must be returned not later than Satur 
day, ist July, 1950 

DARRELL MUSKER, Town Clerk 

Town Hall, Camberwell, (4587 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 

UANTITY SURVEYOR required by the Gold 

Coast Government for the Public Works 
Department for one tour of 18-24 months in the 
first instance. Salary including e¢xpatriation pay 
£1,060 a year. Cost of living allowance a 
sent £121 10s. a year, Gratuity of £37 10s 
each completed months’ service payab< nm sa 
factory compictien of services. Outfit allowance 
£0 Free passages, liberal leave on f 
Cand.dates, under 45, must have had considerabic 
expenence in preparing bills of quantiues and con 
tract documents for building of large and medium 
size Apply at once by letter, stating age, whether 
married or single. and full particulars of qualifica 
tions and experience. and mentioning this paper 
the Crown Agents for the Colonics, 4 Milbank 
London, S.W.1, quoune N/25063 3A on both 
etter and cnvelope The Crown Agents cannot 
undertake to acknowledge all applications and w 
communicate only with applicants seiccted§ for 
further consideration {4589 


salary 


METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
PADDINGTON. 


APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 
(1), HOUSING DEPARTMENT 
APT. VI/VU (4625-4740 pa) 


PPLICATIONS are invited for this appo: ntment 

which is subject to the National Jon Coun 
cil’s Service Cond.tions, the Council's Superannua 
tion Acts, and to one month's notice on cither 
side 

Candidates must be Registered Architects. prefer 
ably Associates of the Royal Insutute of Brush 
Architects, and have had experience in architec 
tural design and construction of gencral municipa 
work, including multi-storey flats. or similar exper 
ence with private firms of Architects. The com 
mencing salary will be at a point within the grades 
dependem upon the qualifications and exper.cnce 
of the successful candidate 

Forms of application and conditions of appoint 
ment are oManable from the undermgned. 
whom the compicted applications must be ret 
by noon on Friday, 30th June, 1950 

W_ H. BENTLEY. Town Clerk 
Town Hall, Paddington, W.2 
June, 1950 {4599 


SNOWY MOUNTAINS HYDRO ELECTRIC 
AUTHORITY. 


AUSTRALIA 
NVITES applicationm: for ARCHITECTS 


Grade Il, £810-4877 p (Aust. currency) 
Grade £74)-£787 p 


Grade £$85-£7 

Applicants must y Degree in 
Architec ersit ra 
Dipioma a Colics 


Membership 


Architects or 


of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
Au salaries are subject to variation by cost of 


ving adjustments The mmencing salary within 


boat fares 
dependants 
reporting 
and accomm 


permancnt 
ava..ab Autt y 4 pay an a wance 
where a married officer and family are 2 
juartered in ho guest hous< 

Apr ants t B h subic and m 
become butors under th Commonwealth 
Government Supe 4 Schemx era 
priv 2 n ima th week ar cave ng 


Informa 
Hydro-t De 
quai ifica s. a 
ment may tx 
the Authornty n Circa 
The Headquarters of 


oacated in Sydney, bul w 
t Snowy Mounta ns 
ruon f New Soutt 
Applications (in writing only), statir 


qualifications exe Iron 
age. nationality, present posit s 4 
be addressed Th R« Mativ i Gre 
Briain of Snowy M sins Hydro-t 

Auth y New § \ s G ment 
Offices, “6 Str 1, London, W ( th 
the reference SMRT 
timoniais sh be included (¢ n 
w vy mad with ap ant if 
further consideration [45% 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, 


ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


Robert H. Matthew. AR.I.BA 
Deputy Architect 
Jt Martin. M.A D Ph FRIBA 


VME following are required for the newly created 
Housing Division of the Architect's Depart 
ment winch w responsitte for the 
design and erection of all the Council's housing 
ARCHITECT. Grade I (£840-£960 
ARCHITECT. Grade II 
ARCHITECT, Grade ILI (£ 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS 
This staff is 
paratory work and for immediate taking 
new schemes Successful candidates are required to 
contribute t the Superannua n and Provident 


sitimately 


eq jas « 


Application forms from the Architect to the 
Counc AR/P/H). County Ha S.E.1. enclosing 
Stamped addressed fooiscap envelope 784 4579 


MINISTRY OF WORKS 


"PXHERE are vacancies in the Chief Architect's 
Division for ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS 
recognised training and fair experience. Suc 


cessful candidates w be employed in London and 
cisewhere on a wide varicty of public buildings 
ncluging Atomic Energy and other Research 
Establishments Telephone Exchanges and 
Housing 


Salary: Architectural Assistants, £300-£525 per 
annum: plus verume Starting pay will be 
amessed according to age. qualifications and exper 
ence. These rates are for London; a smal! deduc 
uon is made in the Provinces 


Although these are not established posts, some 
~~’ them have long term possibiliues and compe 
tiuonms are heid periodically > fl established 


vacancies 


Apoly mh writing, stating age Nalionality fu 
details of expenence. and Mality oreferred. t« 
Chief Architect WG 0 AT. Mimstry of Works 
Abeil House. London, W 4453 


4 
4 
qualif and experience 
Tt Authority w meet the cast of first<lass 
Australia for the appo.ntees and 
i Salary (Aust.) will be paid from dat : 
: duty in Sydney, New South Wales ; 
If 
the Snowy Mountains 
ss ent, and pe ars of 
conditions { MP.oy 
m the Represemative of 5 
Britain 
y are al presen 
Cooma. near 
ith-Eastern 
n 
be 
aft 
4 
—— 
3 
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MINISTRY OF WORKS. 

JACANCIES exim for SENIOR asd LEADIN< 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS io London 
Risicy (Warrington) and 
(Cheshire), for drawing office d 
with important Research Estabishmenw 
Candidates should be of Brit 
have bad a recognised architec 

good expenence 
There are also vacancies for first class Draugins 


men im the Senior Architectural Assistant Grade 
Salary: Senior Architectural 
4625-750 per annum Risley and Capenburt 
£595-720 per annum 
Salary: Leading Architectural Assustants— London 


£500-625 per annum; 
£470-595 per annum 
Hostel accommodation, for men, at reasonable 
cost. available at Risicy, and there ws a pos 
ty of bousing being availabie in the near future 
Capenhurst 


Risicey and Capenhurmt 


Apply im wring, ilocalty desired. age 
training and experieme. Chief Archivec 
W.G. 10/A.N., Ministry of Works, Abell Howse 
John Sweet, Londons, S$. 


IR MINISTRY have vacancies for DESIGNERS 


DRAUGHTSMEN in Desens Branch 
th Works Deparument {x hugh » the 
wing ds Architecture, Drainage 


Survey The work 
jon Airport Salaries are 


y. Land 


ed applications 


HARRIS INSTITUTE, PRESTON 


A LECTURER is required for the bove-name 
é 


n Bu ex 
Th 
am Techr 
ma 
ac 
Corp ed 
he apne “xe of ertiseme nt 
M TAYLOR pal and Secretary {489 


NORTH EAST METROPOLITAN REGIONAL 


HOSPITAL BOARD 
Nae ICATIONS are invited for the wins 
PPO! r Board H 
staff 
ASSISTANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR a 
APT Wi Sala « 
H 
s Rex 
jctails of j x 
‘ which nclude king off 
2 wepa 
ms a suimatc 
s a T as nec 
4 hw Tx woe 
cach C. E. N 
Lond “ n ‘ 
sj 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCHI 


PPLICATIONS are j 
. ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 


x 
Engar “ h 
x cons. de 
4 Davis 
he D { Housing, The County H \ 
ns Bridac. Mam ows 
4A 


1950. 


AUCTION SALE 


FRED. TAYLOR & CO. 

Ge H. Cooke, FAI 
CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS & ESTATE 
AGENTS VALUERS & FIRE Loss 

ASSESSORS 
MARKET PLACE. BRAINTREE 


By Order of KR. Langdon Davwis. Esg.. F C.A 
Roceiv Re The Everlasting Tile € Lid 


CONVENT LANE, BOCKING, BRAINTREE 
ESSEX 
Tt Who of THE CONCRETE TILE PLANT 
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT & STOCK 
ncluch ng 
Powe (with improvements) 
‘ I Ma ne with Belt Conveyors and Swe 
Racks for 1.00) ties. Interlocking Concrete T 
M  Proto-type with Belt Conveyor and 
ks THREE QONOCRETE MIXERS. namely 
Wine Counter Current Sit An 
Rai mechare amd two Erich with 4ft tin 
R na Druto 6ft Raised Discharac 
Diese PORTABLE GENERATING 
ANT KVA mounted n 4ton FWD 
j y new The whole 
Instaliaveon Several Squirre! Cage 
M ne Ford V8 Long 
Ww se y Tw Lister TRUCKS, fitted 
Platforms Five Tike Bogies FIVE 
NISSEN TYPE ERECTIONS SOAG-OXNPORD 
MOTORISED SS. LATHE. Bed. compicte 
Grinding Machines Quasi-Arc 
Ek i Ace Weiding Sew Brown A 
Ss H Miller 
Wh Rose and Robin Hk 
Piping Tangy Stoves A Larec Assortment 
ENGINEER'S STORES & TOOLS, Blacksmith’s 
New To and Iron Bars, Galvanised 
Tank ‘ flers barrows, Pulley Blocks, A 
ARIETY OF EQUIPMENT in good condition 
Imerr CABINET REFRIGERATOR 
OFFICE PURNITURE including: Steel Filing Cab 
ts R op and Flat Devks Roya Type 
writer, Fire-Resistng Safe 
™ BE OFFERED FOR SALE IN ONE LOT 
{ not disposed of w then be sold at Cata ogued) 
THE PLANT IS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 
Plain Comerete Tiles and 7.000 Interlocking 


Concrete Tiles per day 
FRED TAYLOR & CO 
AS netructes Sell by Auction on The Premises 
On THURSDAY 


JUNE 22nd, 1950 
On View WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2ist. 1950 


Sale t wmmence 10.40 am 
Cataloagucs (ir id may thx Dbtained fram 
Mens Sa ke & Davis. Chartered Accoumants 
Row House & Theobaids Road 
w T Ho The Auctioneer 
Mark ar aintree Te 102 {4588 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINTMENTS 
VACANT 


required in 


A RCHITECT RAL Assistant 


Salary 


ry 
Write, stating age and 
and Building 
News (4596 


Asustant required 
te standard. for 


up 


NIOR Architectura 
e RI London 


ffi ting working drawings, etc 
st Interesting work and scope 

n Apply in writing 

ne ‘ ning. cxperen and salary require 

E Mayorcas, FRIBA. 13 David Mews 
[45a0 
Architectural Draughtaman for large prac 
xpenence cssentia Picasant 
m flat available —R Ha 
FARIBA Mason Bide Bangor N Wat 
14677 

W ANTED by argc South Manchester En@necr 
rer nm Assistant t he Clerk 

Ww bie eventually tak 
at ha ve exper ence f 

ve ns n and maintenance in jing a 
" repare drawings For a 

«ching nm the 

nfide giving f 
- ing details of ecxperien and 

equited Box 47 The Architect and 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 


RCHITECTURAL Metal Workers require a 
of considerabic 
Top salaned position for skilled man Apply The 
Morris Singer Company. Hope House, Gi. Peter 
Street, Weseminster. 


pees NCED Surveyor required for the survey 
wad nd verhead power lines in Ene 
Salary in acoordance with 
and Neate Limited 


and profiling on 
and and Scotland 
qualifications Apply Riley 
Haughton Road. Darlington 


TEST Riding Architects require Drawing Office 
with expericnce in any of 


Housing, Hospitals, Schools or In 

Good salaries and prospects for 

reliabie men Box 4665. The Architect and Building 

News 
SERVICES OFFERED 

(Walbrook) Lid King 


F COLLISON & Co 
Stree Cheampade, (Eat ver 40 yoars) 
Secretana Typewriting and 
Ralance sheets and architects 
apecialtty Phone MONarch 


Services Dupicating 
specifications a 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


M' 


owestott 


Ashiord Trower, Quantity Surveyors 
Suffolk, announce their change 
f address as and from June Mth, 1950, from 12) 


London Road North Lowestoft. to new and 


arget 
premises London House.” The Prairie (next 
Odeon Cinema), London Road North, Lowestoft, « 
which a mmunicatons should now please he 
som Telephone N Lowestoft 204 Up4o-date 
Trade Ca mucs would be welcomed [4486 


FOR SALE 


At Mouldings, Plain and Embossed, and Em 
bowed Ornaments Numerous designs 

Dareve'’s Mould ng Mills 60 Pownall Road 
Dalston, E.8 


C Chain and Holiow Chise! Mortser 


arge size nciusve of chain gernder for sale 


Can be seen working John Crackn Limited 
Huntly Grove. Peterborough [4566 
TISSEN Type Huw, ecx-Government§ stock 


reconditioned and supplied ready for erection 
All sizes in 6ft. multiples, « £65 and 
£54, 24ft. « £46 and £38; 16ft.. £122 


and £97. Delivered UK 
other buildings. Some 24ft. span Nissen Write 
call or telephone, Universal Supplies (Belvedere 
Lid, Dept Crabtree Manorway, Beivedere 
Kent. Tel. No. Erith 2948 (00*7 
ATES All sizes in Asbestos and Quarry in 
iding Grey and Red Diagonals Corrugated 
and Flat Asbestos Sheets. Liste 43. 
& ¢ Liu Oxford Street. Leamingtor 


QTEEL FRAMEWORK POR BUILDINGS FOR 
DISPOSAL 


att &n « Stanchions in Pitched 
apa ne 
Sft On Sift, Pitched 
span 
spans 
SHARMAN 

THE PARADE SUNBURY-ON-THAMES 

Phon Sunbur Sh man 
Sunbury 

Works phone Feltham 44 


FE! FIX Insulated Floor Batten Fasiencr Low 
“on cost and used on ading schemes Detaria 
G Paget Ellis A Ce Lid 7 Oxtord Street Lea 
mington Spa wes 
saic. good second-hand Galvanised Wire 

Netting in athouw yards ng ) feet 
wide approx +0 hexagonal mesh Price 
“Os per ro works in Shefficid De! vered 
home arriage harecs extra Thos W Ward 
Lid Albon Works. Shefficid 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A SBEsros Shects from stock Supplied and 
fixed of supp Any district Wembicy 
Comractors Palace of Engineering, Wembicey 
Middx 


> 
£730. Sta 2 8 age and qualifica 
ns Applications, staung age, quabfications, 
vious appointments and salary required. should be r 
sent Air Ministry, S.2.(h), Cornwall House, Lon 
don, S.E It is of 
andidates mot called for interview cannot be : 
acknowledged {4857 
q 
; 
r | 
1 
a 
; 
disqualifies 816 1010 News 
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STRUCTURAL ECONOMY vox rue 
ARCHITECT & BUILDER By GeorGe FAIRWEATHER, F.R.LB.A. 


Ths book is a critical analysis of traditional forms of construction, first identifying the 
main characteristics of buildings as determined by the materials and methods used in 


hoe their construction, then examining these character stics in relation to their functions and 
he the standards of performance required, and suggesting improvements where these forms 
* } of construction fall short of present day requirements. 

- Iwo basically different systems have been selected to represent the main features of 
ey ‘rad-tional construction—masonry and light-frame construction, These are examined 


in several of their more common applications, and the limitations inherent in their use 

are ident fied. The present building laws are liable to restrict the full development of 

the new constructional methods, and: the last chapter summarises the regulations now 
in force, and suggests improvements 


a cAmceAtas 134" x 94". 178 pp. 74 full-page plates and many other diagrams. 21s. net. By post 22s 


ILIFFE Published for “ The Architect & Building News Obtainable of all booksellers or from 
maa ILIFFE & SONS LTD., DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD ST. LONDON. SE| 


2 66) KNOW WE'VE GOT A DETAIL 
OF THAT SOMEWHERE''—But 
where? The best way to file your 
A. & B.N. Detail Sheets so that you can 


: put your hand on the one you want in . 

a matter of seconds, is in a folder 4 

a specially designed to hold them, clearly oa 

i labelled on the spine for quick reference : 

in the bookshelf. 4 

i 

} Serviceable folders in double duplex 
: manilla, with pocket to hold one year's 


issue of sheets, may be ordered now. 
Price 5/-, postage 6d, extra, from:— 


Publishing Department 
The Architect and Building News,”’ 
Dorset House, Stamford Street, 
London, S.E.1. 


Folders for A&BN Detail Sheets 
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Official Notices, Tenders, Auctions. Legal and Miscellaneous Appointments on pages 34 and 35 
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HE ARCHITECT 


R 
ray MILES OF OIL PIPELINE RECENTLY COMPLETED IN EAST AFRICA BY TAYLOR WOODROW 


POWER STATIONS OIL PIPE LINES : FACTORIES 
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS : OPEN CAST COAL 
SEA DEFENCE WORKS : RAILWAY SIDINGS 
DEEP SEWERS (Tunnel and Open Cut) : AEKRODROMES 


t 
+ 


WOODROW 


\ 
5h 


TAYLOR 


A 


HEAD OFFICE AND WORKS: RUISLIP ROAD, SOUTHALL, MIDDLESEX - PHONE: WAXLOW 2366 - GRAMS: TAYWOOD, SOUTHALL 
CODE: BENTLEY'S SECOND LONDON OFFICE: 10 PARK STREET, W.i - PHONE: GROSVENOR 887! 
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ARCHITECT 


CLAERWEN DAM, 
CONTRACTORS ELAN VALLEY CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


BeND MUTTALL, SONS & CO. SIR WILLIAM HALCROW & PARTNERS 
LONDON, S.W.!. WESTMINSTER, S.W 


T. BEYNON & CO. LD., LONDON OFFICE: 
EMPIRE HOUSE, CARDIFF Ko. mah, 101 LEADENHALL ST., £.C.3 


Gress: Bonen. Ce LE SALES AGENTS - 2859 
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